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Bluebirds  Came  By 


Bluebirds  came  by  this  morning, 

As  leaves  were  falling  down- 
They  seemed  to  say,  we’re  here  to  play 
In  our  houses  wooden  and  brown. 


Bluebirds  came  by  this  morning 
As  snowflakes  began  to  fall- 
They  seemed  to  say,  we’d  love  to  stay 
In  our  houses  cozy  and  small. 

Bluebirds  came  by  this  morning 
As  springtime  blossomed  anew- 
They  seemed  to  say,  It’s  time  to  build 
A  nest  for  our  eggs  of  blue. 


Bluebirds  came  by  this  morning 
Singing  their  soft,  sweet  song- 
They  seemed  to  say,  thank  you  dear  friend 
for  helping  us  all  year  long! 


Frances  Sawyer 


YOU  CAN  HELP  WINTERING  BLUEBIRDS 

This  year  Ihe  Bluebirds  did  not  migrate.  Many  thought  that  they  had 
returned  early,  but  in  fact  they  never  left  the  area.  You  can  help  them 
survive  the  drastict  changes  in  New  England  weather. 

Bluebirds  are  insect  eaters  which  naturally  are  not  available  in  winter 
months  here  in  New  England  and  when  berries  become  exhausted  or 
covered  with  snow  and  coated  with  ice,  bluebirds  will  perish.  In  1982  after 
a  week's  storm,  I  picked  up  17  dead  bluebirds  on  my  trail  in  this  area,  whichl 
was  a  very  sad  experience. 

If  you  have  bluebirds  in  your  yard  or  vicinity  this  winter  and  a  bad 
snow  or  ice  storm  happens,  there  is  something  YOU  can  do  to  help  these 
beautiful  creatures  to  survive.  Bluebirds  may  come  to  feeders  and  accept  thel 
following  laid  out  for  them:  raisins  that  can  be  plumped  up  by  placing  them 
in  hot  water  with  red  food  dye,  currents,  dried  fruit,  doughnuts,  canned  dog 
food,  suet  &  suet  mixture,  wild  berries  and  sumac  branches  hanging  here 
and  there  in  your  yard.  Of  course,  meal  worms  are  always  most  welcome, 
but  are  very  expensive. 

If  you  have  any  problems  and  need  help.  I’ll  welcome  your  phone  call  at 
692-2520.  Lil  Files 

Past  President  North  American  Bluebird  Society 


Beaver  Brook  Association 
117  Ridge  Road 
HoUis.  NH  03049 _ 


>-  -  -( 


Beaver  Brook  Association,  chartered  in 
1964,  is  a  nonprofit,  nondiscriminatory 
educational  corporation  that  welcomes 
people  of  any  race,  creed,  color  and  nati 
or  ethnic  origin. 


IBEAVER  BROOK  WINTER  EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS  1993 


Nanci  AfitchelJ,  Education  Coordinator 


bii 

BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRD 

Date:  Monday,  February  1;  storm  date 

February  2 
Time:  7:30pm 

Place:  Spear  Room,  Maple  Hill  Farm 

Speaker:  Lillian  Files,  Past  President, 

North  American  Bluebird  Society 
Fee:  $6.00;  Friends  $5.00.  Please 

register  by  Wed.,  January  27. 

Bluebirds  are  one  of  the  best  loved  of  all 
of  our  songbirds,  yet  few  of  us  have  ever 
seen  one.  Their  population  declined  by 
perhaps  as  much  as  90%,  primarily  because 
of  a  lack  of  places  to  breed  successfully. 
However,  with  just  a  little  work,  and  some 
good  fortune,  bluebirds  can  be  attracted 
to  the  fields  and  meadows  that  still 
exist.  This  lecture  and  slide  program  will 
explain  the  bluebird's  plight  and  good. 


effective,  bluebird  conservation.  A  pair 
of  mounted  bluebirds,  nest,  eggs,  nesting 
boxes,  books  and  pamphlets  will  be 
displayed. 

Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  and  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  has  been  lecturing 
for  many  years  throughout  New  England.  She 
maintains  and  monitors  an  extensive 
Bluebird  Trail  and  has  had  bluebirds  on 
her  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over  45 
years . 
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NEWSWEEKLY 

Victorian  home  adds  authenticity  to  Emily 
Dickenson  portrayal 

iBy  MARY  ANN  HAYWARD 

I  Newsweekly  Correspondent 

"  The  Tyngsboro-Ehinstable  Historical  Society  offered  a  valentine  treat 
in  the  persona  of  Emily  Dickinson  last  Saturday. 

Belinda  Heckler  portrayed  Dickinson  and  delighted  all  as  she  moved 
from  room  to  room  in  the  home  of  Jon  and  Elaine  Crandall. 

Dressed  in  period  costume  with  19th  century  sensibilities  and  a  bit  of 
nervousness  at  the  large  audience.  Heckler  wrote  in  the  third-floor  gar¬ 
ret. 

Guests  were  also  treated  to 
chamber  music  provided  by  Lauren 
Chaney  and  friends.  When  Heckler 
descended  to  the  first  floor,  she 
spoke  of  life,  valentines  and  her  po¬ 
etry  with  the  audience. 

Tyngsborough-Dunstable 
Historical  Society  program  Chair¬ 
man  Rocky  Proven(^er  said  Heckler 
was  educated  at  Dartmouth  College, 
worked  as  a  television  news  re¬ 
porter,  English  teacher  and  a  techni¬ 
cal  writer  before  she  turned  to  her 
portrayal  of  Dickinson. 

Heckler  and  Dickinson 
shared  both  a  literary  interest  and  a 
parent  who  was  a  political  figure. 
Dickinson's  father  served  in  the  state 
legislature  and  the  U.S.  Congress. 
Heckler's  mother  Margaret  Heckler 
served  in  Congress,  was  U.S.  Health 
an  Human  Services  secretary,  and 
ambassador  to  Ireland. 

The  evening  was  trans¬ 
formed  into  the  1860s.  Gaslighting 
was  just  invented,  but  many  families 
still  made  their  own  candles. 

,  In  many  ways,  Dickinson 
seems  the  soul-sister  of  Henry  David 
Thoreau,  but  Heckler  told  Lillian 
I  Files  of  Tyngsboro  that  she  h^d  not  read  Thoreau's  work  because  she 
had  heard  his  appearance  was  "appalling."  Nevertheless,  Heckler 
agreed  with  Files  that  the  "inner  soul"  is  what  really  matters 
Like  Thoreau,  Dickenson  published  few  of  her  works  during  her  life¬ 
time.  Dickinson  preferred  to  keep  her  poems  from  public  scrutiny 
Heckler  said 

A  visit  to  the  Crandall  home  was  an  experience  in  itself.  The  1890 
house  for  many  years  was  known  as  Dunstable's  "folly"  because  of  its 
two-over-two  windows  in  a  town  dominated  by  center<himney  colo- 
1  nial  homes. 


LOOKING  BACK  -  Belinda 
Heckler  portrayed  Emily 
Dickenson  in  the  Dunstable 
home  of  Jon  and  Elaine 
Crandall  last  weekend. 

(Photo  by  John  Lawlor) 


iQve  always  loved  Emily 
Dickinson's  work.  Her  perspec¬ 
tive,  which  makes  everyday 
things  extraordinary,  appeals  to 
me  as  a  reader  and  as  a  poet.  I 
treasure  the  opportunity  to  bring 
her  mysteries  and  marvels  to 
life." 
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1993  —  Celebrating  the  150th  Anniversary  of  Bronson  Alcott's  Fruitlands. 
Calendar  of  Events  at  the  Fruitlands  Museums  for  Winter  and  Spring  1 993. 


Date 


Event 


Description 


Cost 


Saturday,  February  20 
10  am  to  11:30  am 
in  Prospect  House 


School  Vacation  Workshop 
for  Adult/Child  Pairs: 
Bluebird  House 
Assembling  with 
Lillian  Lund  Files 


Think  spring!  Think  birds!  Think  bluebirds!  Think  about  bringing  them  back  to 
this  part  of  Massachusetts.  Spend  a  morning  with  the  "bluebird  lady"  learning 
how.  She'll  tell  you  all  about  these  birds  —  where  they  live,  what  they  eat,  where 
they  nest,  who  their  predators  are,  what  their  migration  pattern  is.  She'll  tell  you 
how  man's  altering  the  environment  was  responsible  for  their  disappearance 
from  this  area  and  how  man  has  been  helping  to  bring  them  back.  Find  out  how 
to  attract  them  to  your  backyard.  Assemble  your  own  birdhouse.  Put  it  up  at 
your  house  in  time  for  this  spring's  nesting  season. 


Fee  per  pair,  including 
materials:  Members  $12; 
Others  $14.  Space  is 
limited.  Reservations  are 
required.  Please  bring 
hammer  and  Phillips 
screwdriver. 


Spend  a  morning  with  a  special  young  person  in  your  life.  This  workshop  is 
designed  for  children  in  grades  1-4. 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  season  for  the  Bird  Society  will  be  held  on 
I  Thursday,  March  4,  at  7:30  pm  at  the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in 
Dunstable.  The  church  is  located  on  Route  1 13,  Main  St.  in  Dunstable 
Center.  Membership  for  the  year  is:  Single  S5,  Family  $8,  and  students  are 
free.  If  you  are  not  a  member  a  S2  donation  per  program  is  suggested. 

This  first  program  is  entitled  "Potpourri  Journey  of  New  England"  and  is 
presented  by  Joan  Rolfe.  Joan  Rolfe  of  Carlisle  Massachusetts  is  a  Master 
Member  of  the  Lowell  Camera  Club  and  a  published  photographer  with 
over  20  years  of  experience.  She  has  more  than  75  credited  color  covers  in 
5  medical  journals  and  her  photos  have  also  appeared  in  calendars, 
newspapers,  brochures,  promotional  pieces  and  advertisements.  Her  slide 
with  music  program  will  cover  the  New  England  States.  Highlights  will  be 
a  little  known  castle;  the  Seagull  Rookery  at  Thatcher  Island;  Sunrises, 
Harbors  and  Moods  of  Maine;  Four  Season  Sdenics;  Nature;  Flowers;  and 
Historic  Places. 

Please  join  us  for  the  evening! 


[times  free  press  •public  spirit 


February  10, 1993 


Bluebirds 

anyone? 

The  North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  through  its  local  represen¬ 
tatives,  Lillian  Files,  has  been  pro¬ 
moting  the  return  of  the  insect 
eating  bluebirds  to  New  England 
and  especially  our  local  area. 

In  the  past  two  years,  many 
bluebird  boxes  have  been  purchas¬ 
ed  through  local  outlets  and  erected 
with  the  hope  of  attracting  and  pro¬ 
pagating  the  species. 


me  question  is  -  are  we  suc¬ 
ceeding?  Please,  if  you  have  put  up 
bluebird  houses  in  the  past  few 
years  and  did  attract  bluebirds,  the 
society  would  like  to  know  the 
results. 

Any  organization  or  group  who 
would  like  a  slide  presentation 
given  to  them  or  to  report  their 
results  are  asked  to  call  George 
Brouillette  at  448-5448  or  Lillian 
Files  at  692r2520. 

ThJinks, 

George  Brouillette 
Groton 


[times  free  press  •public  spirit 

You  can  help 
wintering 

bluebirds 

Many  bluebirds  did  not  migrate 
south,  as  we  recently  fotmd  out,  and 
may  need  your  help.  Being  insect 
eaters,  which  are  not  available  now, 
their  winter  food  is  berries  which 
may  be  depleted  at  this  time  of  year. 

If  you  have  bluebirds  in  your 
yard  or  vicinity,  there  is  something 
you  can  do  to  help  these  beautiful' 
creatures  survive.  Bluebirds  may'"| 
come  to  feeders  and  accept  the" 
following:  Raisins  that  have  been 
plumped  up  by  placing  them  in  hot 
water  with  red  food  coloring,  cur¬ 
rents,  dried  fruit,  doughnuts, 
canned  dog  good,  suet  and  suet 
mixture  and  wild  berries,  and'^ 
sumac  branches  hanging  in  your 
yard. 

If  you  have  any  problems  or 
would  like  a  slide  presentation  for 
your  organization  or  group,  please 
call  Lillian  Files  at  692-2520  or 
George  Brouillette  at  448-5448. 

Thank  you, 

George  Brouillette 
Groton'" 


outh  Shore  Sanctuaries 


North  River  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
Daniel  Webster  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
North  Hill  Marsh  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
Black  Pond  Nature  Preserve 

A 


Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  ‘ 


Winter 


(617)  837-9400 


1993 


Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds  -M'S 
Wed.,  Feb.  24,  7:30  p.m.,  slide  show. 

“The  Bluebird  Lady”  will  present  more  than  just  a  slide 
show;  complete  with  a  display  of  mounts,  nesting  boxes, 
resource  materials,  natural  history,  and  information  on  how 
to  maintain  a  bluebird  trail. 

1  Presenter:  Lillian  Files  Fee:  $8/$6  member 


North  American  Bluebird  Society,  inc. 
Box  6295 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295 


LILLIAN  LUND  RLES 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsboro.  MA  01879 

Phone 1.5O8-692-2 520 


February  25,  1993 


Founder 
Larry  Zeleny 


president 

Lillian  Lund  Files 


Vice  President 

Thomas  M.Tait 


Treasurer 

Delos  C.  Dupree 

Recording  Secretary 
Mark  Raabe 

Corresponding  Secretary 
Joseph  G.Tait 


Mr.  Robert  Arini,  Permits  Section' 

Div.  of  Fisheries  &  Wildlife 
100  Cambridffe  St.  -  19th  Floor 
Boston,  Mass.  02202 

Dear  Mr .  Arini , 

This  is  in  reference  to  Mark  Wilson’s  and  Marcia  Litchfield’s 
application  for  a  permit  to  keep  live  owls. 


Directors 
Gay  T.  Duncan 
Southern  Pines,  NC 
Sadie  Dorber 


m 


Vestal,  NY 
Martha  Chestem 
Columbia,  MD 
*!Art  Aylesworth 
Ronan,  MT 
Richard  J.  Dolesh 


Brandywine,  MD 
Theodore  W.  Gutzke 


Upham,  ND 
Charlotte  Jernigan 
Wagoner,  OK 
Joan  Glascock 
Corvallis,  OR 
Donald  Stiles 


Calgary,  Alberta 
Roger  &  Dottle  Foy 
Oriental,  NC 
L.  Edward  Haws 
Catawba,  SC 
Reber  B.  Layton 
Jackson,  MS 


Executive  Director 
Mary  D,  Janetatos 

Editor 

Joanne  K.  Solem 


I  have  known  Mark  for  over  12  years  as  he  used  to  photograph 
bluebirds  on  my  Bluebird  Trail  here  in  Tyngsboro.  He’s  a  very 
likeable  fella  and  is  highly  respected  by  everyone  who  comes 
in  contact  with  him. 

After  being  President  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  in  19B0, 

I  became  Program  Chairperson  for  13  years  of  this  organization. 
Uoon  popular  request  Mark  gave  us  eight  lecture/slide  presenta¬ 
tions.  His  wealth  of  knowledge  on  the  natural  history  of  plants, 
animals  and  birds,  plus  his  expertise  with  the  camera,  always 
made  his  programs  very  well  attended  (many  of  which  were  standing- 
room  only) . 

I  highly  recommend  that  he  receive  a  permit  for  keeping  owls,  as 
I  know  he’ll  do  an  excellent  job  in  teaching  his  audiences  about 
these  magnificent  birds. 


"Very  truly;  yours , 


Lil  Fi/ies,  Past  Pres,  of  NABS 


Chairman,  p  3  j  known  Marcia  only  for  a  short  time,  and  they  both 

Research  Committee  n-ij.  xi. 

Theodore w. Gutzke  work  well  together  in  doing  presentations.. 


■Co-Chairmen, 

Education  Committee 
Bryan  R.  Shantz  ''' 
Lacombe,  Alberta 
Reid  Caldwell 
Lucas,  OH 

ijC^I^Jistorian 

Dottle  Foy 

Chairman, 

Development  Committee 
Ann  T.  Sturm 
Barnesville,  MO 


For  any  further  information,  kindly  contact  me  by  phone 
or  letter  as  shown  above.. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Tyngsborough,  Mass.  01879 


CALENDER  OF  PROGRAMS  FOR  1993 

Meetings  are  held  at  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  i Route  113J 
on  the  First  Thursday  of  the  Month*  at  7; 30  P.M. 

Show  Membership  Card  at  each  meeting 
Dues:  Single  $5.00,  Family  $8.00 
Guests  $2.00  donation,  Students  free 
DDES  COLLECTION  BEGINS  AT  MARCH  MEETING 


MAR.  4  POT  POURRI  JOURNEY  OF  NEW  ENGLAND  by  JOAN  ROLFE 

Joan  Rolfe  of  Carlisle,  'AA  is  a  master  member  of  the  Lowell  Camera  Club  and  a  publisned  pnotograpner 
with  over  20  years  of  experience.  She  has  more  than  75  credited  color  covers  in  five  medical  journals, 
and  her  photos  have  also  appeared  in  calendars,  newspapers,  brochures,  promotion  pieces  and  advertise¬ 
ments.  Her  slide  with  music  program  will  cover  the  Mew  England  states.  Highlights  will  be  a  little 
known  castle;  the  seagull  rookery  at  Thatcher  Island;  sunrises,  harbors  and  moods  of  .‘-'aine;  four-season 
scenics;  nature;  flowers;  and  historic  places. 


APR.  1  OWLS  -  THEIR  LIFE  AND  BEHAVIOR  by  JULIO  DE  LA  TORRE 

Julio  de  la  Torre  of  Mew  Canaan,  CT,  widely  known  as  the  "Owl  Man"  will  show  slides  of  many  species  of 
North  American  owls.  I-lany  of  the  eerie  and  often  strangely  haunting  calls  of  these  birds  will  be  played 
and/or  imitated  by  the  speaker,  who  bills  himself  as  "a  guy  who  really  gives  a  hoot."  Julio  was  for 
four  years  the  leading  basso  of  the  Italian  Center  Opera  Repertory  Group  in  Bridgeport  and  is  probably 
the  only  naturalist  who  regularly  sings  opera  to  owls.  He  is  the  author  of  the  book  Owls:  Their  Life 
and  Behavior,  and  has  taken  close  to  20,000  people  on  "owl  prowls"  and  his  program  has  been  enjoyed  by 
many  more. 

MAY  6  COMMON  LOON  MANAGEMENT  by  BETSY  McCOY  POIRIER  ^ 

Betsy  McCoy  Poirier  from  Meredith,  'IH,  is  a  wildlife  biologist  whose  focus  is  on  the  common  loon  in  New 
Hampshire.  She  is  acting  director  of  the  Loon  Preservation  Commission  and  heads  field  activities  of 
this  unique  grass  roots  organization.  Her  slide  presentation  promises  to  be  interesting  as  well  as  infor¬ 
mative  so  plan  to  attend. 


SEPT.  9*  BATS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND  by  RENE  LAUBACH 

Rene  Laubach  of  Lennox,  MA  is  director  of  Massachusetts  Audubon's  Berkshire  Sancturies  and  has  co-authored 
a  book  about  bats.  This  slide  presentation  will  focus  on  bat  species  native  to  New  England. . .their  na¬ 
tural  history,  anatomy,  remarkable  adaptions  and  conservation.  Bats  are  among  the  least  understood  and 
most  misrepresented  of  all  mammals  and  the  importance  of  their  ecological  role  is  often  overlooked. 

Come  see  what  efforts  those  concerned  with  species  preservation  can  make  for  the  world-wide  decline  in 
the  bat  population. 

OCT.  7  UNCOMMON  BEHAVIOR  OF  COMMON  HERPS  by  TOM  TYNING 

Tom  Tyning  of  Amherst,  MA  is  a  Master  Naturalist  with  over  15  years  with  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Socie¬ 
ty.  He  is  an  expert  on  the  behavior  of  reptiles  and  amphibians  and  is  the  author  of  A  Guide  to  Amphibians 
and  Reptiles,  part  of  the  Stokes  Nature  Guide  Series.  Tom  tells  many  fascinating  stories  of  the  uncommon 
behavior,  survival  strategies,  ecological  roles  and  basic  life  histories  of  common  herptiles.  With  his 
humorous  and  entertaining  tales,  Tom  hopes  to  interest  us  in  spending  more  time  watching  local  amphibians 
and  reptiles  and  to  aid  in  their  survival.  Learn  why  Tom  says  "some  of  the  most  fascinating  animals 
in  the  world  are  both  common  and  easily  observed." 

NOV.  4  OSPREY  AT  WESTPORT.  MA  by  GIL  FERNANDEZ 

Gil  Fernandez  of  South  Dartmouth  has  worked  with  osprey  for  30  years.  When  DDT  was  endangering  the  spe¬ 
cies,  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  asked  Gil  to  do  some  population  studies.  Since  then  he  has 
done  much  to  rehabilitate  and  facilitate  a  comeback  of  the  osprey  to  Westport.  Because  of  his  work, 

Gil  was  the  receipient  of  an  Award  for  Excellence  in  Conservation  from  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society. 
Using  slides,  Gil  will  relate  his  work  and  experiences  with  the  osprey  at  Westport,  MA. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  PROGRAMS  and  OTHER  ACTIVITIES.  KINDLY  CONTACT;  ^ 

RAY  PRYBIS,  PRESIDENT  (508)  851-7258  JOAN  WOODBURY,  PROGRAMS  (603)  595-0544 

BEVERLY  BARRY,  TREASURER  (508)  251-9625  ERIN  COSTELLO,  PUBLICITY  (508)  649-6499 


SPRING  &  FALL  BIRD  WAT.F.q  AND  LEADERS  WILL  BE  ANNOUNCED  AT  EACH  MEETING 
»  NOTE-  THIS  IS  THE  2°*^  THURSDAY  IN  SEPT. 


7:00  to  8:00  p.m. 

Lillian  Lund  Files,  well-known  in  the  area  as 
“the  Bluebird  Lady,”  will  be  here  to  teach  us 
about  these  legendary  birds.  Complete  with  a 
slide  show  and  displays,  she’U  focus  on  how  to 
attract  bluebirds  to  your  yard,  their  nesting 
habits,  and  how  we  can  help  bring  the  bluebirds 
back.  Space  is  limited,  so  call  ahead  for 
reservations 

The  Nature  Company,  Concord 
15  Monument  Street  Concord,  Massachusetts 
Laurie  Dowling  508-369-2000 


BLUEBIRD 

EXPRESS 


5 1  ALIA  welcomes  the  correspondence 
of  its  membership.  Bluebird  Express 
should  become  a  forum  for  all  who  are 
interested  in  communicating  their  ideas 
and  actions  concerning  bluebird  conser¬ 
vation.  VVe  will  attempt  to  publish  a  wide 
range  of  views  in  a  responsible  manner. 
Keep  your  letters  coming! 


pudubonSociet^ol^el^Hampsh^? 
Concord,  NH  03302-0516  •  603/224-9909 

Evenings  At  AuHnhnn 


The  following  “Evenings  At  Audubon”  programs  are 
sponsored  by  the  Capital  Area  Chapter 
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""Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds 
Thursday,  March  18 

Come  and  join  us  for  an  evening  with  Lillian  Lund  Files 
as  she  presents  slides  and  an  exhibition  on  bluebird  conser¬ 
vation.  Included  in  the  evening  will  be  demonstrations  of 
bluebird  nesting  boxes  and  hints  on  starting  your  own 
bluebird  trail. 

The  meeting  begins  at  7:00  pm  at  Audubon  House,  Silk 
I  Farm  Rd.,  Concord.  For  more  details  call  Sheila  Heath  at 
1271-3426. 


Dear  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  Wayne  Davis’l 
article  “Myths  at  the  Bluebird  Box  [?]”| 
in  the  Autumn  1992  issue  of  Sialia. 

For  the  past  18  years,  I  have  alwaysl 
monitored  my  boxes  containing  nest¬ 
ing  bluebirds  right  up  to  the  last  day  of| 
fledging  and  have  never  lost  a  chick  yet. 
So  many  things  can  happen  between! 
12  and  18  days  such  as  parents  aban¬ 
doning  a  nest  for  some  reason.  Suchl 
nestlings  can  be  saved  if  found  in  time. 

I  think  it  also  has  a  lot  to  do  with 
what  type  of  box  a  person  is  using.  I 
have  always  used  a  front-opening  box. 
When  I  open  a  box  I  slide  my  hand  up 
along  the  nest  to  prevent  any  chick 
from  falling  out;  I  can  control  the  door 
with  the  other  hand.  If  I  open  the  door 
up  wide,  the  hole  disappears  under  the 
roof.  Chicks  can’t  fly  out  as  they  can 
when  using  a  side-opening  box. 

I  have  had  the  same  experience  and 
agree  with  Keith  Kridler  that  chicks  will 
“scrunch  down  and  resist  being  re¬ 
moved  from  a  box”  right  up  to  the  last 
[day. 

Lillian  Lund  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


Thanks,  Duncan! 

\cross  North  America,  the  name  Duncm  Mackintosh  is 
Synonymous  with  Mountain  Bluebirds^  ,'^7^00^^  has 
the  Mountain  Bluebird  Trails  group  m  1979, 
teen  the  driving  force  behind  bringing  the  bluebird  back  o 
S^ndiem  Mte^  He  has  also  been  an  instrumental  in 
^S)lSeL  trails  estabUshed  in  Idaho,  Montana  and 

BC. 

Today  Duncan  and  his  54  monitors  look  after  a  trml^ 
I^OO^  boxes.  In  1992,  this  trail  produced  over  8,000 

bluebirds! 

Ellis  Bird  Farm  Ltd.  would  like  to  take  this  oppsrwnity  to 

cimmXe^ncanonhistirelessdevotiontothebluetnrd, 

and  m  thank  him  for  making  such  a  significant  contnbuhon 
to  wildUfe  conservation. 


TYNGSBOROUGH 
BIRD  SOCIETY 

PLEASE  NOTE:  There  are  no  meetings  until  September  9th,  which  is 
the  2nd  Thursday. 

For  further  information  on  programs  and  other  activities  you  may 
contact  Ray  Prybis,  President  at  508  851-7258,  Beverly  Barry,  Treasurer  at 

508-251-9625,  Joan  Woodbury,  Programs  603  595-0544,  or  Erin  CosteUo 
Publicity  508  649-6499. 

I  j  If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  about  the  Blue  Birds  in  your  I 
I  yea,  please  Call  Lil  Files  at  692-2570  -  -  ' 


as  so  are  the 


a  common  songbird  50  years 
ago,  is  in  need  of  our  heip  for 
it's  survivai.  Open  fields, 
orchards  and  meadows  are 
ideal  habitats. 


Adult  Natural  History  Programs 


Conservation  of  Bluebirds 

Lillian  Lund  Files,  Past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society 
Saturday,  March  13, 1:00  p.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

Fee:  $7,  $5  MAS  members 

When  was  the  last  time  you  saw  a  Bluebird  in  your 
back  yard?  Just  50  years  ago,  Bluebirds  were 
among  the  most  common  of  songbirds  in  North 
America.  Bluebirds  are  in  jeopardy  primarily 
because  they  can  not  find  enough  places  to  breed 
successfully.  Lillian  will  invite  you  on  a  trailwalk 
through  her  slide  show  on  the  conservation  of 
Bluebirds.  She  will  include  a  description  of  how  to 
put  boxes  in  the  proper  habitat,  what  is  the  “right 
box,”  and  how  you  can  help  Bluebirds. 


t 


/ 


198  Leyden  Road 
Greenfield,  MA  01301 
March  16,  1993 


Dear  Mrs.  Piles, 

We  were  so  disappointed  not  to  be  able  to  hear  your 
bluebird  program  at  Arcadia  today,  but  weren’t  you  wise  to 
cancel  it!  We  were  planning  to  ask  you  some  bluebird  ques¬ 
tions,  so  we’ll  write  them  instead. 

We  had  three  failed  bluebird  nestings  last  year. 

The  first  one  happened  in  a  nesting  box  that  we  had  attached 
to  a  post  on  the  fence  around  our  field.  We  think  a  raccoon 
climbed  on  the  fence,  tore  the  front  off  the  bluebird  box, 
pulled  out  the  nest  and  ate  the  eggs.  We  removed  the  box 
and  decided  we  had  made  a  serious  mistake  in  mounting  it  on 
a  fence  where  predators  could  climb  up  to  it. 

We  got  a  new  box  (a  genuine  bluebird  box  we  bought  at 
Arcadia)  and  mounted  it  on  a  post  in  the  middle  of  our  field, 
near  a  cherry  tree.  This  time  my  husband  nailed  metal  flash¬ 
ing  around  the  post  so  nothing  could  climb  up  it.  We  were 
over;joyed  when  the  bluebirds  started  building  a  nest  in  the 
box  almost  immediately.  Everything  went  fine.  We  knew  the 
babies  must  have  hatched  because  in  a  while  we  saw  the  parents 
flying  back  and  forth  with  food.  We  never  checked  the  box 
because  we  didn’t  want  to  make  a  path  that  might  attract  cats. 
We  were  gone  for  two  days  and  when  we  came  back,  we  saw 
English  sparrows  flying  into  the  box.  We  immediately  looked 
in  and  found  four  bluebird  babies,  completely  feathered  out, 
all  dead.  A  nest  had  been  built  on  top  of  them  and  had  one 
sparrow  egg  in  it.  We  felt  like  crying.  We  pulled  the 
whole  thing  out  and  buried  it. 

In  a  few  days  the  bluebirds  were  back  again,  carrying 
pine  needles  into  the  box.  We  decided  the  nesting  was  suc¬ 
cessful  when  we  saw  the  parents  going  back  and  forth  to  the 
box  with  food,  but  that  lasted  for  only  a  couple  of  days. 

Then  we  noticed  the  male  was  hanging  around  disconsolately. 

We  checked  the  box  again,  and  found  a  clump  of  the  female’s 
feathers  on  the  ground  next  to  the  post,  and  some  of  her 
feathers  stuck  to  the  front  of  the  box,  which  was  rough  wood. 
And  inside  the  box  were  two  naked  babies.  Our  granddaughter 
tried  to  raise  them  but  of  course,  unsuccessfully.  We  have 
a  pair  of  resident  red-tailed  hawks  —  could  it  have  been 
their  doing?  We  were  so  heartbroken  —  we  went  into  a  state 
of  mourning. 


On  one  of  those  balmy  days  last  week  we  saw  bluebirds 
checking  out  our  box  again.  We’ll  do  anything  we  can  to 
prevent  further  tragedies.  What  would  you  suggest?  And  we 
have  some  questions  for  you,  which  I’ll  put  on  a  separate 
sheet  of  paper: 


-y/5  -  77y- 


Lillian 
Files  has 
a  mission: 
bluebirds 


By  Sharon  Britton 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  GLOBE 


in  a  world  of  four-cylinder 
engines,  67-year-old  Lil¬ 
lian  Files  is  a  souped-up 
V-8.  She  sleeps  only  four 
hours  a  day;  never  hits 
the  pillow  before  midnight. 
Rising  between  4  and  5  a.m., 
she  wipes  out  household 
chores  and  correspondence  be¬ 
fore  most  of  us  have  gotten  out 
of  bed. 

Then  she’s  off  on  a  long  car 
trip  to  give  one  of  her  lectures 
at  a  garden  club  or  bird  soci¬ 
ety  in  Rhode  Island  or  Maine. 
When  the  weather’s  good, 
she’ll  throw  a  kayak  on  the 
roof  and  find  a  spot  to  paddle 
for  a  while  first. 

And  she  speaks  with  an  en¬ 
gaging  urgency,  veering  from 
point  to  point  as  if  her  mind  is 
three  ideas  ahead  of  her 
mouth.  As  she  talked  with  a 
visitor  at  her  home  last  Mon¬ 
day,  she  was  constantly  up  and 
down,  answering  the  tele¬ 
phone  and  scolding  her  collie. 
Laddie.  He 'kept  escaping 


from  the  kitchen,  using  his  teeth  to 
unlatch  the  fence  that  confined  him. 
This  made  her  laugh;  and  even  her 
laugh  is  an  explosion  of  quick,  high- 
pitched  squeaky-gate  noises. 

Lucky  for  the  beleaguered  little 
bluebird.  Files  has  poured  much  of 
this  boundless  energy  in  the  last  14 
years  into  rescuing  them  from  near 
extinction.  Once  as  common  as  rob¬ 
ins  in  New  England,  the  small  red¬ 
breasted,  blue-jaacked  birds  had 
been  reduced  by  about  90  percent  by 
the  1950s  by  pesticides  and  a  loss  of 
nesting  habitat.  Like  the  robin,  the 
bluebird  is  a  member  of  the  thrush 
family. 

Files  didn’t  know  much  about 
birds  when  a  birder  friend  pointed 
out  that  Files  had  rare  bluebirds 
nesting  in  some  old  bird  houses  on 
her  property  on  Scribner  Hill  on  the 
Tyngsborough-Westford  border. 
Files  was  fascinated. 

She  attended  her  first  meeting  of 
the  North  American  Blue  Bird  Soci- 


‘You  should  be 
seeing  them 
checking  ont  boxes 
...  I’m  really 
fearhil.  In  the 
next  two  weeks, 
we’ll  be  able  to 
tell  whether  a  lot 
of  the  birds 
snnived  or  didn’t 
survive.  When  I 
heard  (the 
blizzard)  was 
coming,  it  jnst 
about  Idlled  me.’ 

LILLIAN  FILES 


ety  in  Maryland  in  1979,  came  home, 
bought  lumber  and  built  114  blue¬ 
bird  nesting  boxes  in  three  days.' 
Her  trail  of  boxes  stretches  through 


cemeteries,  farms  and  golf  courses 
throughout  Tyngsborough,  West- 
ford,  Chelmsford  and  Dunstable  and 
has  inspired  a  trail  of  more  than  400 
other  boxes  in  the  vicinity  and  others 
throughout  New  England. 

Today,  she  is  a  nationally  recog¬ 
nized  expert  on  bluebird  conserva¬ 
tion,  and  a  past  president  of  the 
North  American  Blue  Bird  Society,  a 
group  that  honored  her  in  1989  for 
her  work.  She  maintains  a  busy  lec¬ 
turing  schedule  for  the  society’s 
speakers’  bureau  and  is  an  on-call 
“trouble-shooter.”  The  calls  start 
coming  in  at  5:30  in  the  morning. 

How  do  you  discourage  raccoons 
from  getting  into  the  boxes?  Grease 
the  pole  mid-way  with  axle  grease  as 
thick  as  cake  frosting.  Lace  it  with 
red  pepper  and  you’ll  keep  the  ants 
out  too.  How  do  you  discourage 
house  wrens  from  taking  over  your 
boxes?  Move  them  out  away  from 
brushy  areas;  wrens  love  the  brush 
but  bluebirds  like  open  spaces. 
When  should  you  check  a  box?  When 
they’re  nesting,  not  before  9  a.m.  be¬ 
cause  the  female  may  be  laying  an 

egg. 

Files’  work,  as  well  as  the  efforts 
of  thousands  of  conservationists 
throughout  the  country,  has  in¬ 
creased  the  number  of  bluebirds, 
though  no  one  knows  by  how  many. 
Almost  never  seen  in  Eastern  Mass¬ 
achusetts  30  years  ago,  these  birds 
with  the  delicate  purling  warble  have 
made  a  small  comeback  here,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  last  four  years,  she  said. 

Given  that  success.  Files  has 
been  holding  her  breath  since  the 
blizzard  roared  up  the  East  Coast 
earlier  this  month  and  since  more 
snow  fell  last  week.  The  blizzard  hit 
just  as  the  birds  were  migrating 
from  their  southern  homes.  The 
snow  and  high  winds  that  presented 
little  more  than  a  shoveling  nuisance 
for  most  of  us,  could  eventually  con¬ 
tribute  to  a  heartbreaking  setback 
jfor  Files’  conservation  work. 

Trudging  out  to  the  bluebird 
boxes  that  are  staked  on  poles  all 
over  her  back  yard.  Files  gave  up 
Monday  morning  when  the  foot-deep 
snow  began  filling  the  tops  of  her 
boots.  There  was  no  reason  to  look 
inside  them  anyway,  she  said.  The 
bluebirds  that  should  be  checking 
them  out  by  this  time  and  looking  for 
a  mate,  hadn’t  shown  up  yet. 

Her  eyes  darted  from  titmouse  to 
.chickadee,  constantly  on  watch  for 
her  wards.  “You  should  be  seeing 
them  checking  out  boxes,  coming  in 


and  out,  looking  for  food  and  getting 
ready  to  start  nesting  in  April,”  she 
said.  “I’m  really  fearful,”  she  said. 
They  may  just  be  late,  hunkered 
down  further  south  or  off  in  the 
woods  finding  food,  she  said,  hope¬ 
fully. 

“In  the  next  two  weeks,  we’ll  be 
able  to  tell  whether  a  lot  of  the  birds 
survived  or  didn’t  survive,”  she  said. 
“When  I  heard  that  storm  was  com¬ 
ing,  it  just  about  killed  me.” 

Chuck  Dupree,  treasurer  of  the 
North  American  Blue  Bird  Society 
in  Silver  Springs,  Md.,  said  he  has 
not  had  any  reports  of  dead  blue¬ 
birds,  but  agrees  that  persistently 
bad  weather  will  take  its  toll  on  the 
New  England  flock. 

Southern  bluebirds  were  ob¬ 
served  heading  up  north  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  said  Dupree.  “I’m  pretty  sure 
they  should  be  there  by  now,”  he 
said.  So  long  as  the  berries  they  eat 
aren’t  covered  with  ice,  they  may  be 
fine,  he  predicted.  But  prolonged 
bad  weather  cuts  into  the  population. 
“Only  the  hardiest  survive,”  he  said. 
If  it  stays  cold  and  snowy,  “I’d  be 
really  concerned  that  you  would 
loose  a  lot  of  bluebirds,”  he  said. 

This  month’s  blizzard  recalled  for 
Files  one  that  hit  in  April  19§2:  “It 
was  a  disaster.  It  snowed  for  days.” 
In  a  55-mph  wind  that  year.  Files 
strapped  on  snowshoes  and  cross 
country  skies  to  survey  some  of  her 
boxes. 

“I  picked  up  17  dead  bluebirds  on 
my  own  trail.  I  found  dead  bluebirds 
in  my  boxes,  in  stone  walls,  anyplace 
they  could  get  in  out  of  the  wind  and 
snow,”  she  said.  She  picked  one  dead 
female  off  a  completely  built  nest. 
“We  know  that  year  put  us  back,” 
she  said. 

Bluebirds  have  been  spotted 
since  the  March  13  blizzard,  but 
Files  won’t  know  if  the  population 
has  been  seriously  thinned  until  they 
start  nesting,  when  she  and  other 
enthusiasts  can  count  pairs. 

Encouraged  by  a  couple  of  mild 
winters,  a  number  of  bluebirds  never 
migrated  south  this  winter,  she  said. 
She’s  had  reports  of  sightings 
around  New  England  all  winter. 
Like  other  birds,  they  survived  on 
sumac,  multiflora  rose  and  other 
berries.  She  worries  that  the  retum- 


ing  birds  won’t  find  much  to  eat  until 
the  snow  clears  and  they  can  get 
their  normal  diet  of  insects,  which 
they  pick  off  the  ground. 

She  pointed  toward  a  stand  of  su¬ 
mac  that  grows  on  the  edge  of  her 
property.  It  had  been  stripped  near¬ 
ly  bare  by  hungry  birds  this  winter. 
“That  was  loaded  [with  berries]  in 
the  fall,”  she  said. 

The  month’s  snowstorms  have 
sent  Files  into  high  gear,  mailing  out 
information  to  newspapers  and  talk¬ 
ing  to  bird  societies  about  how  peo¬ 
ple  can  help.  For  those  who  have 
bird  boxes,  she  suggests  cutting 
down  sumac  branches  with  berries 
and  tying  them  to  the  poles.  The 
boxes  can  also  be  stocked  with  little 
piles  of  currents,  or  yellow  raisins 
plumped  up  with  hot  water  and  died 
red  with  food  coloring.  Crumbled  up 
plain  donuts  or  a  tablespoon  of  dog 
food  is  good  too,  she  said.  Some  of 
this  can  also  be  put  out  on  open  feed¬ 
ing  tables.  Once  they  arrive,  moni¬ 
toring  the  boxes  to  keep  them  clear 
of  predators,  competitors  and  insects 
is  also  crucial. 

“If  a  person  won’t  monitor  boxes 
once  a  week,  they  might  as  well  not 
have  them,”  she  said.  The  parents  fly 
away  when  you  approach  the  nest 
but  always  come  back,  she  said,  add¬ 
ing  that  it’s  a  myth  that  a  human 
smell  chases  them  away. 

Files  checks  her  own  114  boxes 
each  spring,  flying  around  the 
countryside  on  a  moped.  It  takes  her 
over  pastures  and  golf  courses 
where  a  car  won’t  go. 

Wishing  for  the  weather  to  break , 
last  week,  she  was  hoping  for  April 
to  bring  good  news.  That’s  usually 
when  her  phone  begins  “to  jangle  off 
the  hook”  with  reports  of  nesting 
birds.  It’s  also  when  caravans  of 
birders  show  up  at  her  house  with 
lunches  and  binoculars  to  watch 
bluebird  parents  coming  and  going 
to  feed  their  chicks. 

“People  wonder  why  we’re  so 
nutty,”  she  said,  laughing  at  her  own 
irrepressible  enthusiasm  for  the 
birds.  Among  all  species,  there  is 
none  more  endearing  in  her  mind. 
“Other  birds,  when  the  babies  are 
ready  to  leave  the  nest,  they  leave 
the  parents  right ‘away,”  she  said. 
“But  the  bluebirds  stay  with  the  par¬ 
ents  all  summer.” 

“The  first-batch  siblings  will  help 
the  father  and  mother  feed  the  nes¬ 
tlings  of  the  second  batch.  I’ve  seen 
this  hapj?en  over  and  over,”  she  said. 
“There’s  nothing  nicer  than  that.” 


John  W.  Kimball 

89  Prospect  Road 
Andover,  Massachusetts  01810 


‘Owl  Man’  to  address  local  bird  club 


TYNGSBORO  -  The 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
will  present  Owls  —  Their  Life 
and  Behavior,  by  Julio  De  La 
Torre  of  New  Canaan,  Conn., 
on  Thursday,  April  1,  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Dunstable  Congre¬ 
gational  Church. 

De  La  Torre,  widely  known 
as  the  “Owl  Man,”  will  show 
slides  of  many  species  of  North 
American  owls.  The  calls  of 
the  birds  will  be  played  as  well 
as  imitated  by  De  La  Torre, 
who  bills  himself  as  “a  guy 
who  really  gives  a  hoot.” 

De  La  Torre  was  the  leading 
basso  of  the  Italian  Center 
Opera  repertory  group  in 
Bridgeport  for  four  years,  and 
is  probably  the  only  naturalist 
who  regularly  sings  opera  to 
owls. 

He  is  the  author  of  the  book 
Owls:  Their  Life  and  Behavior, 
and  has  taken  close  to  20,000 


Julio  De  La  Torre 


people  on  “owl  prowls.” 

The  public  is  welcome  to 
join  the  club  members  in 
viewing  the  presentation. 
Meetings  are  held  at  the  Dun¬ 
stable  Congregational  Church, 
Rte.  113,  Dunstable  center. 
Membership  dues  are  $5  sin¬ 
gle,  $8  family.  A  donation  of  $2 
is  suggested  from  non¬ 
members.  Students  are  free. 
Refreshments  are  served  after 
the  meeting. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


The  next  meeting  of  the  Bird  Society  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  April  1  at 


7:30  pm  at  the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable.  The 
church  is  located  on  Route  1 13,  Main  SL  in  Dunstable  Center.  Membership 
for  the  year  is:  Single  $5,  Family  $8,  and  students  are  free.  If  you  are  not  a 
member  a  $2  donation  per  program  is  suggested. 


OWLS  -  THEIR  LIVE  AND  BEHAVIOR  bv  JULIO  DE  LA  TORRE 
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Mascoma 


Wed.,  Apr.  7  —  “Bluebirds!” 

Presentation  by  Lillian  Lund  Files,  past 
President  American  Bluebird  Society. 
7:00  pm,  Howe  Library,  Hanover. 
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iThe  Bluebird  Lady  to  Visit  DFPL 


Lil  Files,  locally  known  as  the 
Bluebird  Lady  and  nationally  recognized 
as  an  expert,  will  present  a  program  for 
children  at  the  Dunstable  Public  Library 
Wednesday,  April  14  at  2  p.m. 

The  Bluebird,  one  of  the  most 
common  song  birds  in  North  America 
just  50  years  ago,  has  been  making  a 
comeback  in  no  small  part  due  to  the 
effort  of  Lil  Files.  Problems  with  nesting 
sites  and  lack  of  food  have  decimated  the 
population  by  nearly  90  percent. 

By  providing  nesting  boxes  and 


monitoring  them  during  the  breeding 
season.  Files  and  other  conservationist 
have  managed  a  small  comeback  for  these 
small  colorful  birds. 

Come  to  find  out  more  about  the 
Bluebird  trails  she  maintains  and  how  the 
Bluebird  fared  through  this  winter's 
severe  weather.  Schools  are  scheduled 
for  e^ly  dismissal  on  that  day. 

Lil  Files  is  a  resident  of  Tyngsboro 
and  past  president  of  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  and  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Soci^ 


1992  Rhode  Island 

Birders’  Conference 

Saturday,  March  flO  --  8:30  am  ta4  pm 


Audubon  Society  of  Rhode  Island  Headquarters 

1 2  Sanderson  Road 
Smithfield,  Rl 

■ '  a 


Sponsored  by:  Audubon  Society  of  RI  «id  RI  »nilb«*rcal  Club 
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Linda  Howes 

RFD  1  -  173  Frazier  Road 

Danbury,  NH  03230 
603-768-3377 


For  immediate  release: 

Suggested  title:  Bluebirds  Anyone? 

How  many  of  us  have  seen  a  bluebird?  The  great  majority  of  young  people 
today  have  never  seen  a  bluebird.  Yet  50  years  ago  bluebirds  were  among  the 
commonest  songbirds  in  America. 

These  gentle,  beautiful  birds .  are  :a„symbQl ;of ..love hope,  and  happiness; 
and  are  of ten  called . the  "Bluebirds  of  Happiness".  They  have  a  uniform  of  red,  ■' 
white,  and  blue;  carrying  the  sky  on  it's  back,  the  earth  on  it's  breast,  and  a  " 
white  belly.  In  early  times  they  were  considered  the  first  sign  of  spring  and 
were  called  the  "Blue  Robin". 

The. eastern  bluebird  population  may  have  plummeted  as  much  as  90%  due  to  the 
use  of  pesticides,  a  decline  in  their  nesting  habitat,  and  competition  from  other 
more  aggressive  birds.  Bluebirds  nest  only  in  rural  areas.  The  ideal  habitat  is 
quiet  country  roads,  pastures,  fields,  orchards,  meadows,  and  cemeteries.  Areas 
that  are  open  with  sparse  vegetation  or  short  grass  for  feeding.  Bluebirds  are 
an  asset  to  farmers  and  gardeners  because  in  the  spring  and  summer  their  diet 
consists  almost  entirely  of  insects.  riL-the. iate  .€sli wirtter  they  live 
largely  on  wild  berries. 

Bluebirds  often  perish  in  the  vrinter  from  the  effects  of  extreme  cold  and 
insufficient  food.  As  we  recently  found  out,  many  bluebirds  did  not  migrate 
south  this  winter.  Severe  winters  may  reduce  the  population  to  a  dangerously 
low  level.  If  survivors  can  not  find  sufficient  housing,  it  is  not  certain  the 
bluebird  can  reproduce  enough  young  to  overcome  yet  another  disaster. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  hope  for  bluebird  survival  is  the  "bluebird 
trail".  You  can  help  by  joining  with  others  across  North  America  in  providing 
nesting  boxes  spaced  100  yards  apart  in  suitable  habitat.  One  large  trail 
stretched  for  2000  miles  in  western  Canada!  However,  even  a  small  trail  consisting 
of  three  or  four  boxes  around  a  spacious  lawn  or  field  can  be  quite  effective. 


The  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  through  it's  local  representative 
Lillian  Files,  has  been  promoting  the  return  of  the  bluebird  to  the  New  England 
area.  In  the  past  two  years  many  bluebird  boxes  have  been  erected  in  New  England 
with  the  hope  of  attracting  and  propagating  the  species.  Depending  on  it's 
location,  the  nesting  box  may  also  attract  tree  swallows,  titmice,  nuthatches, 
warblers,  chickadees,  downy  woodpeckers,  or  finches.  Those  fortunate  enough  to 
have  bluebirds  nest  on  their  property  feel  like  the  "chosen  ones"  and  take  the 
role  of  "Godparent"  to  their  new  family.  The  question  is,  are  we  succeeding? 
Please,  if  you  have  put  up  bluebird  houses  in  the  past  few  years  and  did 
attract  bluebirds,  the  Amer .  Bluebird  Society  would  like  to  know  the  results. 

If  possible,  this  information  should  include  the  location,  number  of  boxes, 
number  of  pairs,  number  of  eggs  hatched,  and  the  number  of  young  fledged.  To 
report  your  results  contact  Lillian  Files  at  Windswept  Acres,  Tyngsboro,  MA. 

(508)  692-2590)  Any  organization  or  group  who  would  like  a  slide  presentation 
on  bluebirds  should  also  contact  Lillian.  Many  area  retailers  have  bluebird 
boxes  for  sale.  If  you  would  like  more  information  contact  Linda  Howes  at 
603-768-3377. 

You  can  help  bring  the  "Bluebird  of  Happiness"  back  to  us  all! 


|lrd  Rescue 


i 


Expert  fears  winter  s  toll 

on  bluebirds 


conservation.  Known  widely  as 
the  Bluebird  Lady,  this  Johnny 
Appleseed  of  bluebirds  brought 
her  lecture  slide  program  to  the 
Dunstable  Free  Public  Library 
April  14. 

As  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  Files 
also  travels  across  the  country, 
into  Canada  and  to  Bermuda. 

Files  begins  each  program  with 
the  same  question,  "How  many 
have  seen  a  bluebird  lately?" 
When  she  began  lecturing  14 
years  ago,  there  was  rarely  a 
raised  hand  in  the  audience  in  re¬ 


Continued  from  Page  2 

think  they  are  only  mythical  birds 
of  song  lyrics  or  greeting  cards. 
Files  said. 

Bluebirds  and  blizzards 

Bluebird  populations  were 
severely  diminished  by  horren¬ 
dous  blizzards  of  the  19di  century, 
alien  bird  predators,  use  of  pesti¬ 
cides  and  loss  of  nesting  habitat, 
according  to  Files.  Several  severe 
snowstorms  in  the  last  century 
dealt  a  heavy  blow  to  bluebirds, 
including  the  infamous  Blizzard  of 
1893.  But  also  around  the  same 
time,  a  New  Yorker  decided  to  im¬ 
port  native  English  birds  for  Cen¬ 
tral  Park.  Two  of  these  species 
fared  well  in  their  new  home  and 
spread  throughout  the  country, 
English  sparrows  and  starlings. 
Bodi  of  these  birds  compete  with 


native  bluebirds  for  nesting  habi¬ 
tat,  and  the  two  aggressive  aliens 
easily  overcome  the  passive  blue¬ 
birds,  Files  reported 

Bluebirds  prefer  open  land  and 
natural  cavities,  such  as  hollow 
trees  or  fenceposts  ,  for  nesting. 
Farms  and  orchards  were  once  a 
prime  location  for  them.  Files  said. 

However,  pesticides  used  in 
farming  and  by  municipalities, 
such  as  DDT,  further  decreased 
bluebird  populations.  Farmers  re¬ 
placed  wooden  fenceposts  with 
metal  ones,  and  keep  deadwood 
pruned  from  orchards,  again  de¬ 
creasing  the  opportunity  for  nest¬ 
ing  and  increasing  their  numbers. 

With  their  population  down  90 
percent,  bluebirds  were  actually 
endangered  species  in  some  states. 
But  their  numbers  are  on  the  rise 
again,  thanks  to  ttie  efforts  of  Files 


and  the  North  American  Bluebird  IJ 
Society  to  spread  the  word  for  J 
human  help  to  bring  back  the  elec- 
tric  bluebird,  who  Thoreau 
said,",,,  wears  the  sky  on  its  back." 

This  is  not  the  bluejay.  Files  said,  p 
but  the  bluebird,  smaller  than  a  @ 
robin,  but  also  in  the  thrush  family  g 
with  a  big  black  eye,  brilliant  blue  p 
back  and  rusty  red  breast.  g 

Files  urges  anyone  to  construct  P 
or  purchase  bluebird  nesting® 
boxes  and  place  them  in  open  land  p 
for  bluebirds.  m 

Tyngsborough  laboratory  1 
Files  built  114  nesting  boxes  in  S 
three  days  for  her  bluebird  trail,  m 
Some  of  these  boxes  are  on  Tyngs-  E 
borough  property  which  serves  as  a  E 
working  laboratory  experimenting  H 
with  different  methods  and  boxes,  m 
Files  extends  an  invitation  to  B 
anyone  interested  in  bluebirds  to  I 


Johnny  Appleseed'  of 
bluebirds  addresses 


Dunstable  audience 


them  up,"  Files  said.  One  side  or  the 
front  is  made  to  swing  open  to  clean 
out  the  box  of  old  nesting  materials 
or  these  of  predator  birds. 

In  March  of  1981,  male  bluebirds 
returned  to  their  nesting  habitat  in 
record  number  early  due  to  mild 
weather.  An  early  April  five-day 
snowstorm  wreaked  havoc  on 
them.  Files  said  she  found  17  dead 
bluebirds  in  stone  walls,  in  boxes, 
huddled  together  for  warmth. 

Files  fears  a  similar  setback  this 
year  with  the  severe  winter  we 
have  experienced.  Many  species  of 
migratory  birds  have  stayed  far¬ 
ther  and  farther  north  due  to  mild 
winters  the  past  few  years.  Files 
had  many  reports  of  bluebirds 
spotted  in  the  middle  of  winter  in 
this  area.  The  next  few  weeks  will  I 
reveal  the  impact  of  the  weather  I 
on  bluebirds,  she  said.  I 


MARYANN  HAYWARD 

Newsweekly  Correspondent 


DUNSTABLE  -  For  Lillian 
Lund  Files,  spring  begins  with  a 
constantly  ringing  telephone  as 
bluebird  conservationists  from  all 
over  the  country  seek  her  exper¬ 
tise. 

Files  lectures  throughout  the  six 
New  England  states  on  bluebird 


sponse  to  the  question.  However,! 
recently,  she  said,  she  has  seen! 
more  and  more  hands  raised,  I 
Bluebirds  were  once  more  plenti-| 
ful  than  robins,  and  considered 
the  true  harbinger  of  spring.  They 
are  known  as  a  symbol  of  love,  I 
hope  and  happiness  because  of 
their  gentle  nature  and  caring 
ways  between  mates  and  I 
nestlings.  Hedged  nestlings  actu¬ 
ally  help  their  parents  care  for  I 
successive  broods  of  nestings. 
Many  people,  however,  may! 


See  BIRDS  on  Page  4 


visit  her,  and  often  hosts  bird  clubs 
on  field  trips.  Files  also  has  blue¬ 
bird  boxes  in  Dunstable  Central 
Cemetery,  golf  courses  and  other 
locations  with  proper  habitat. 

Helping  bluebirds  is  a  conserva¬ 
tion  project  that  the  individual  can 
begin  for  Earth  Day.  You  don't 
have  to  have  a  doctorate  to  see  the 
result  of  your  efforts,  said  Files.  In 
fact,  you  will  have  attracted  a  nat¬ 
ural  control  for  insects  and  grubs 
—  bluebirds. 

It  doesn't  take  fancy  wood,  im- 
dressed  lumber  will  do.  Files  said. 
But  the  nesting  boxes  must  be 
niade  to  specifications  for  blue¬ 
birds,  a  1.5  inch  hole  with  no 
perches,  4.5  inches  by  4,5  inches 
box  with  a  10  inch  high  front  and 
an  11  inch  high  back. 

If  you  don't  intend  to  monitor 
your  boxes,  then  don't  bother  to  put 


Birdwatch  America 

Presents 


1st  Annual  Bird  Watching  Show 
sponsored  by  the  Audubon  Society  of 
NH,  Bird  Watchers  Digest 
and  the  Wild  Bird  Marketplace 


Center  of  NH  Holiday  Inn 

700  Elm  Street,  Manchester,  New  Hampshire 


NH  News  Notes 


Bluebird  Society  Seeks  Bluebird  Numbers 


DANBURY  —  The  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  through 
its  local  representative,  Lillian  Files,  has  been  promoting  the 
return  of  the  bluebird  to  New  England.  In  the  past  two  years 
many  bluebird  boxes  have  been  erected  in  New  England  with 
the  hope  of  attracting  and  propagating  the  species. 

If  you  have  put  up  bluebird  houses  in  the  past  few  years  and 
did  attract  bluebirds,  the  American  Bluebird  Society  would  like 
to  know  the  results.  If  possible,  this  information  should  include 
the  location,  number  of  boxes,  number  of  pairs,  number  of  eggs 
hatched,  and  the  number  of  young  fledged.  To  report  your  re¬ 
sults,  contact  Lillian  Files  at  Windswept  Acres,  Tyngsboro, 
Mass.  Her  number  is  1-508-692-2590.  Any  organization  or  group 
that  would  like  a  slide  presentation  on  bluebirds  should  also 
contact  Files.  Many  area  retailers  have  bluebird  boxes  for  sale.  If 
you  would  like  more  information,  contact  Linda  Howes  at  768- 
3377. 


The  Original 


Bluebird  of  Happiness 


SIGNED  &  DATED 
COLLECTIBLES 


BY 


(501)  643-3185 


The  Bluebird  House™X 
of  Terra  Studios™  Est.  1975 
12103  Hazel  Valley  Road 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701 


Greetings: 

Did  you  know  that  the  only  places  in  the  world  where  the  Eastern  Bluebird 
can  be  found  are  in  North  America  and  Bermuda?  The  early  settlers  of  our 
country  were  captivated  by  this  lovely,  plump,  sweet  singing  bird.  Adore  songs 
and  poems  have  been  written  about  the  Bluebird  than  any  other  bird.  It  is 
associated  with  Spring,  Love,  and  Joy.  It  is  a  symbol  of  commemorating  mar¬ 
riages  and  anniversaries  and  a  messenger  for  contentment  and  health. 

The  glass  bluebirds  at  Terra  are  designed  by  Leo  Ward,  Adaster  Glass 
Craftsman  and  owner  of  Terra.  They  are  made  from  a  beauHful  blue  crystal 
glass  which  is  batched  in  our  glass  furnaces,  starting  with  a  pure  white  sand 
mined  in  Northeastern  Arkansas.  The  blue  color  results  from  the  inclusion  of 
black  copper  oxide  in  the  glass  batch.  It  will  never  fade  or  change. 

The  bird  is  made  by  gathering  a  ball  of  molten  glass  on  the  end  of  a  long 
“punty"  rod  and  shaping  it  with  hand  tools  as  the  glass  cools.  A  glass  crafts¬ 
man  must  have  a  well  trained  eye  and  quick  but  steady  hands.  After  cooling, 
each  bird  is  inspected  for  flaws  before  it  is  signed  and  dated.  If  you  have  a 
chance  to  visit  with  us  in  the  beautiful  Ozark  Adountains,  you  can  watch  the 
birds  being  made. 

Our  Bluebirds  of  Happiness  are  SIGNED  AND  DATED  COLLEC¬ 
TIBLES  that  you  will  be  proud  to  own  or  glad  to  give  as  a  gift  to  a  dear 
friend.  AT  TERRA,  A  TRADITION  OF  FINE  AMERICAN  CRAFTS¬ 
MANSHIP  LIVES  ON.  ^  . 


Leo  Ward 


P.S.  Did  you  know  that  bluebirds  are  in  danger  of  becoming  extinct  and  that 
there  is  a  way  that  you  can  help  prevent  this  from  happening?  To  find  out  how 
you  can  help,  contact:  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Inc.,  Box  6295, 
Silver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295.  The  society  is  a  non-profit  organization 
and  is  in  no  way  connected  with  Terra  Studios. 


LOaM^ 


0\^  t^c<yrd. 


\  WILLIAM  CONDRY  V 

YNYS  EDWIN  S 

EGLWYSFACH  H 

i^'' riii^Sm 

MACHYNLLETH  H 

POWYS  SY20  8TA  M 

^TEL:  GLANDYFI  0654  781  252 

TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Bird  Society  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  May  6  at 
7:30  pm  at  the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable.  The 
church  is  located  on  Route  1 13,  Main  SL  in  Dunstable  Center.  Membership! 
for  the  year  is:  Single  S5,  Family  $8,  and  students  are  free.  If  you  are  not  a 
member  a  $2  donation  per  program  is  suggested. 

COMMON  LOON  MANAGEMENT  by  Betsy  McCoy  Poirier 
MAY  6  Betsy  McCoy  Poirier  from  Meredith,  NH,  is  a  wildlife  biologist 
whose  focus  is  on  the  common  loon  in  New  Hampshire.  She  is  acting 
director  of  the  Loon  Preservation  Commission  and  heads  field  activities  of 
this  unique  grass  roots  organization.  Her  slide  presentation  promises  to  be 
interesting  as  well  as  informative  so  plan  to  attend! 

PLEASE  NOTE:  This  is  the  last  meeting  until  September  9th,  which  is 
the  2nd  Thursday. 

For  further  information  on  programs  and  other  activities  you  may 
contact  Ray  Prybis,  President  at  508  851-7258,  Beverly  Barry,  Treasurer  at  I 
508-251-9625,  Joan  Woodbury,  Programs  603  595-0544,  or  Erin  Costello, 
Publicity  508  649-6499.  _ 

f—  If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  about  the  Blue  Birds  in  your 
larea,  please  Call  Lil  Files  at  692-2520. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  BIRD  CLUB 

1993  SPRING  WALKS  SCHEDULE 


SUNDAY  MAY  30  6:00  A.M.  BLUEBIRD 
TRAIL  -  TYNGSBORO. 

Meet  at  Olde  Andover  Center  for  car  pools. 
Directions:  I  ,495  south  to  Rte.  3,  north  to 
"Groton-Rte.  ^^^0  exit,  right  for  3  miles  to 
Dunstable  Road  (just  before  Getty  station),  right 
for  2  miles  to  brown  house  on  left  called 
"Windswept  Acres".  Leader:  Sandi  Redfem  475- 
10007. 
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Pearman  Named  a  Nature  Educator  of  Year  by 
Roger  Tory  Peterson  Institute  of  Natural  History 


Biologist  Myrna  D.  Pearman,  Ellis  Bird  Farm,  Ltd.,  Lacombe,  Alberta,  was  namec 
1992  Nature  Educator  of  the  Year  (community-based)  by  the  Roger  Tory  Peterson 
Institute  of  Natural  History.  It  was  the  second  year  awards  had  been  made. 

Pearman  was  recognized  for  the  Nest  Box  Program  she  initiated  for  rural  Alberta 
I  school  children.  In  its  fifth  year,  the  program  has  reached  more  than  4,500  students 
Children  learn  the  value  of  wildlife  habitat  conservation  by  constructing  and  main 
I  taining  nest  box  trails  for  cavity  nesting  birds,  primarily  bluebirds  and  Tree  Swallows. 

Participating  in  the  July  award  presentation  In  Jamestown,  New  York,  were  (left 
Ito  right)  Paul  Benke,  executive  vice  president  of  the  Roger  Tory  Peterson  Institute, 
Myrna  D.  Pearman,  Dr.  Peterson,  Virginia  Peterson,  and  Mark  Blazis,  Nature  Educa¬ 
tor  of  the  Year  (school-based).  Auburn,  Massachusetts.  ■ 
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Sialia,  Spring  1993 


Tyngsborough  PTSO 

Lakeview  School 
Coburn  Road 
Tyngsborough,  MA  01879 


Dear  Parents, 

Today  the  second  grade  saw  a  presentation  on  bluebirds  by  Lillian 
Files.  Every  year  Mrs.  Files,  a  Tyngsboro  resident,  shares  her 
vast  knowledge  of  bluebirds  with  Tyngsboro  school  children.  The 
students  were  shown  a  short  video,  a  bluebird  nest,  eggs  and  a 
bluebird  house. 

Mrs.  Files  is  past  president  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
and  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society.  She  is  a  world  famous 
authority  and  lecturer  on  this  rare  species  and  has  had  bluebirds 
nesting  on  her  property  for  the  last  45  years. 


Attached  to  this  letter  is  information  on  bluebirds  and  plans  for 
constructing  bluebird  boxes  of  your  own. 


This  program  is  one  in  a  series  of  programs  arranged 
by  the  Arts  and  Enrichment  Committee  and  sponsored  by  the 
Tyngsboro  P.T.S.O. 


Additional  reading; 

“Bluebird  Rescue"  by  Joan  Rattner  Heilman 
“The  Bluebird  Book“  by  Donald  and  Lillian  Stokes 
“Bluebirds  Seven"  by  R. Bruce  Horsfall 
“The  Bluebird"  by  Lawrence  Zeleny 


100%  recycled  paper 


CITY  OF  SALEM.  MASSACHUSETTS 
NEILJ.  HARRINGTON 


MAYOR 


May  18,  1993 

Lillian  Files 

North  American  Bluebird  Society 
106  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Ms.  Files: 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for 
participating  in  the  North  Shore  Regional  Earth  Day  Fair  held  in 
Salem  on  May  1,  1993. 

* 

Your  contribution  and  that  of  all  the  participants  was 
essential  to  the  success  of  our  efforts  to  educate  North  Shore 
residents  about  environmental  issues  such  as  recycling,  water  and 
energy  conservation  and  wildlife  preservation. 

It  was  encouraging  to  see  that  so  many  citizens  from  all 
over  the  North  Shore  are  concerned  about  our  environment  and 
expressed  this  concern  through  their  attendance  at  the  Earth  Day 
Fair. 


Again,  thank  you  for  participating  in  this  most  worthy 
cause.  It  was  greatly  appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Neil  J.  Harrington 
Mayor 
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IThe  Eastern  Bluebird: 

It  plight  and  preservation 


June  2, 1993 


TOWNSEND  -  Fifth  grade 
students  at  Hawthorne  Brook  Mid¬ 
dle  School  recently  enjoyed  a 
wonderful  presentation  showing 
them  the  beauty  and  plight  of  the 
Eastern  Bluebird.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
of  Tyngsboro,  showed  the  children 
many  informative  slides  and  an¬ 
swered  a  variety  of  questions.  Mrs. 
Files,  a  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  has 
studied  and  monitored  bluebirds 
for  over  45  years. 


birds  have  found  it  increasingly 
difficult  to  find  places  to  breed. 
Their  preferred  habitat  has  been 

disappearing  due  to  land  de- 


Very  few  people  have  been  lucky  h'oduced  bird  sj^cies  such  as  the 
enough  to  see  the  bird  that  wears  starling, 

our  national  colors.  The  students  The  children  learned  there 
learned  that  the  last  50  years  have  something  they  can  do  to  help  bring 
not  been  kind  to  the  bluebird.  The 


the  bluebirds  -  the  Bluebird  of  Hap¬ 
piness  -  back  to  our  area.  By  setting 

up  bluebird  trails,  a  series  of  nesting 
boxes,  and  carefully  monitoring 
velopment,  the  use  of  pesticides,  them,  the  birds  can  be  encouraged 
and  a  diminishing  number  of  to  return  to  the  type  of  environment 
natural  nesting  sites  such  as  dead  to  which  they  are  most  suited, 
trees  and  fence  posts. 

Hiese  beautiful  birds  have  also  -po  catch  a  flash  of  red,  white,  and 
had  to  continually  batUe  natiual  blue,  swooping  down  to  snatch  an 
eneirues  and  compete  for  nesti^  insect  from  the  ground,  must  be  a 
with  several  in-  thrilling  sight.  Let  us  all  hope  it  will 
1  ^  ^  much  more  common  one  in  the 

future, 
is 


Joe  Finn  checks  on  the  health  of  bluebird  chicks  at  one  of  his  specially 


Continued  from  Page  1 

pany  name,  Native  Wildlife.  As  the 
name  suggests,  he’s  not  just  inter¬ 
ested  in  songbirds. 

In  time,  Finn  hopes  to  introduce 
nesting  boxes  or  platforms  for  spe¬ 
cies  that  have  been  largely  neglected 
by  everyone  but  professional  conser¬ 
vationists,  he  said.  Ducks  and  os¬ 
prey,  woodpeckers,  bats  and  even 
butterflies  could  probably  benefit 
from  better  nesting  habitat  though 
he  hasn’t  researched  or  thought 
through  designs  for  all  of  them  yet. 

Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsborough,  an 
active  bluebird  conservationist  and 
past  president  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Bluebird  Society,  calls  Finn’s 
boxes  “the  Cadillac  of  bluebird 
boxes.”  She  uses  his  boxes  on  her 
own  bluebird  trail  and  promotes 
them  in  her  lectures  around  New 
England. 

Files  first  met  Finn  four  years 
ago  when  he  attended  one  of  her  lec¬ 
tures.  Intense  and  focused,  Finn 
stood  out  in  the  crowd,  she  remem¬ 
bered.  He  peppered  her  with  ques¬ 
tions.  “Why,  why,  why,  he  asked.  He 
was  like  a  kid,”  she  recalled.  Soon  he 
was  bringing  her  boxes  and  showing 
her  his  innovations.  “Everything  he 
made  was  great.  He  must  have 
changed  his  design  six  or  seven 
times.  They  got  better  and  better. 
This  guy  thinks  like  a  bird,”  she  said. 

Right  off,  Finn  determined  that 
many  species  could  benefit  from  a 
deeper  nesting  box  since  raccoons 
often  disturb  or  rob  nests  at  night  by 
reaching  in  through  the  round  hole 
where  the  birds  enter  the  box. 
Finn’s  boxes  are  now  four  inches 
deeper  than  the  average  box  and  the 
front  wall  thicker  than  standard 
nesting  boxes.  Nestlings  and  adults 
are  safer  from  the  raccoons,  which 
have  a  harder  time  jamming  their 
legs  through  the  hole  in  the  thicker 
wall  and  further  to  reach  to  snatch 
them. 

Not  all  birds  tolerate  a  deep  box 
initially,  however,  so  Finn  designed 
and  patented  a  false  floor  in  his 
boxes  that  makes  the  nesting  floor 
appear  shallow  at  first.  Once  the 
birds  have  built  a  nest  and  begun  to 
lay  eggs,  the  floor  can  be  lowered. 
‘With  tree  swallows,  you  can  drop 
the  floor  all  the  way  down  at  once,” 


he  said.  Swallows  don’t  mind  the 
depth.  But  with  bluebirds,  which  are 
more  easily  spooked,  it’s  better  to 
drop  the  floor  down  a  notch  at  a  time 
over  a  number  of  days  until  they  are 
out  of  harm’s  way,  he  said.  The  false 
floor  also  keeps  the  nest  dryer. 

He  also  added  a  rear  perch  which 
he  calls  a  “rule  breaker.”  Perches 
are  usually  discouraged.  When  at¬ 
tached  to  the  front  of  the  box,  they 
can  provide  a  toe-hold  for  a  predator 
to  get  inside.  But  placed  on  the  back, 
his  perch  helps  a  pair  of  birds  an¬ 
nounce  themselves  in  control  of  the 
box.  And  this  makes  it  easier  for  the 
person  monitoring  the  box  to  know 
sooner  which  species  is  occupying  it. 

Inside  the  front  panel,  Finn  has 
scored  horizontal  grooves  across  the 
wood  to  help  birds  climb  in  and  out 
better.  The  simple  innovation  can 
make  all  the  difference  for  an  adult 


bird,  Finn  said.  In  two  boxes,  not  his, 
that  had  been  varnished  inside,  he 
once  found  a  number  of  dead  adults 
piled  up  on  top  of  each  other.  He 
suspects  they  got  trapped  inside  be¬ 
cause  of  the  slick  surface.  He’s  im¬ 
proved  ventilation  in  the  box,  and  in 
the  more  expensive  models,  used 
wax  impregnated  wood  to  make 
them  last  longer. 

By  inventing  and  promoting  an 
easy-to-use  sparrow  trap,  Finn  has 
set  himself  apart  as  one  of  few  com¬ 
mercial  bird  house  makers  willing  to 
confront,  head  on,  the  issue  of  thin¬ 
ning  the  population  of  non-native 
English  sparrows.  The  tenacious  lit¬ 
tle  birds,  introduced  in  America  in 
the  ISOOs,  are  potentially  more  de¬ 
structive  to  native  species  than  rac¬ 
coons,  he  said. 

Aggressive,  they  will  invade 
nests,  destroy  eggs  and  harass  or 
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lesigned  birdhouses  in  Lincoln. 


kill  both  nestlings  and  adults.  A  colo¬ 
ny  will  easily  take  over  nesting  sites 
suitable  for  native  species.  Because 
they  are  non-native,  they  are  not 
protected  by  federal  or  state  law. 

Finn’s  sparrow  trap  can  be  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  box  once  sparrows 
have  been  observed  using  it.  When  a 
bird  enters  the  box,  the  device  is 
tripped  and  a  thin  metal  plate  drops 
over  the  entrance  hole,  trapping  the 
bird  inside.  When  tiie  bird  is  re¬ 
moved  and  identified  as  an  English 
sparrow,  it  can  be  destroyed. 

“It’s  an  awkward  subject,”  Finn 
acknowledged.  “It’s  not  pleasant.  I’m 
not  comfortable  with  it  myself  but  I 
;do  practice  it,”  he  said.  To  put  up 
■  nesting  boxes  and  allow  them  to  be 
ll  occupied  by  sparrows  would  do  more 
V  harm  than  good  to  native  species,  he 
f  said. 

Finn  plans  to  sell  the  $6  trap  sep¬ 


arately  from  his  $18  to  $50  boxes,  al¬ 
lowing  someone  to  use  it  only  if  they 
need  to  and  feel  comfortable  doing 
so. 

For  some  people,  destroying 
EngUsh  Sparrows  is  one  of  the  most 
emotional  issues  in  bird  conserva¬ 
tion,  said  Wayne  Peterson,  a  field  or¬ 
nithologist  for  the  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Society.  Many  people  re¬ 
ject  the  idea  that  some  species  are 
considered  more  important  than  oth¬ 
ers,  he  said.  Others  think  killing  the 
birds  is  cruel. 

Massachusetts  Audubon  does  not 
take  a  position  on  the  issue,  said  Pe¬ 
terson.  But  he  acknowledge  that 
when  sparrows  are  a  problem  at 
some  sanctuaries,  they  are  killed. 
“We  catch  the  adults  and  that’s  the 
end  of  them,”  he  said. 

“What  Joe  Finn  has  told  you  is 
true  in  every  particular,”  said  Peter¬ 


son.  He  noted  a  recently  document¬ 
ed  situation  in  western  Massachu-* 
setts  where  English  sparrows  were 
found  to  be  systematically  destroy¬ 
ing  the  nests  of  cliff  swallows.  And 
the  population  of  cliff  swallows  “is 
slipping,”  he  said. 

“But  we’re  walking  a  very  fine 
line  here,”  he  said.  Some  people  who 
put  up  boxes  are  happy  to  have' a 
pair  of  nesting  sparrows,  he  said, 
“and  that’s  fine.” 

But  one  thing  that  people  should 
not  do  is  catch  the  birds,  transport 
them  elsewhere  and  set  them  free, 
Peterson  said.  This  is  against  state 
wildlife  laws,  he  said.  “You  may  wind 
up  introducing  them  into  areas 
where  they  may  not  already  be,”  he 
said. 

For  13  years,  Phyllis  Swift  had 
tried  to  attract  bluebirds  at  her 
home  in  Lincoln  to  no  avail.  Then 
someone  from  Massachusetts  Audu¬ 
bon  told  her  about  Finn. 

“I  bought  every  kind  of  house 
there  was  available,”  Swift  said.  “Ev¬ 
ery  year  they’d  come  around  and 
check  out  all  the  boxes  and  say, 
“nah.”  Finn  put  up  some  boxes  for 
her  this  year.  Her  first  pair  of  blue¬ 
birds  were  almost  ready  a  week  and 
a  half  ago  to  fledge  sbc  babies.  “Six! 
Imagine.  Isn’t  that  exciting?”  she 
said. 

Swift  used  the  sparrow  traps  and 
caught  30  sparrows  in  10  days,  she 
said.  Since  ridding  her  yard  of  the 
sparrows,  other  species,  barn  swal¬ 
lows  and  a  fly  catcher,  have  returned 
to  the  area  as  well,  she  said. 

Finn  does  not  guarantee  that 
birds  will  nest  in  his  boxes.  But  once 
they  do,  their  chances  of  getting  off 
a  brood  will  improve,  he  said.  In  his 
patent  research,  he  found  hundreds 
of  patents  for  bird  feeders  but  far 
fewer  for  bird  houses,  he  said. 
“Some  improvements  have  been 
made  by  conservationists  but  they 
haven’t  been  brought  to  market,”  he 
said. 

“People  expect  a  certain  level  of 
effectiveness  from  their  skis,  their 
fishing  poles,  their  automobiles,  but 
bird  houses  have  been  just  sorely  ne¬ 
glected,”  he  said. 

Finn’s  hours  at  his  workshop  are 
irregular  and  he  does  not  yet  have  a 
telephone  there.  He  can  be  contact¬ 
ed  at  home  in  Cambridge  at  (617) 
876-9168. 
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LILLIAN 


Once  I  wrote  how  she  stood  in  a  grassy  place. 

I  hope  I  spoke  of  the  resolute  little  figure 
Charged  with  the  energy  of  lightening  for  her  Cause. 

The  Cause  is  saving  precious  bluebirds 

And  for  that,  she  has  to  wake  up  and  energize  people  I 

She  has  1  She  did  and  she  is  I  She  cares  deeply  I 
All  over  this  America  and  in  New  England  she  goes 
Talking  to  all  ages  and  to  children  about  bluebirds. 

We  have  a  Bird  Society  here  which  she  built  large 
And  now  there  are  hundreds  who  care  and  work,  too. 

In  her  precious  house  atop  a  hill  with  wide  green  grounds 
And  bluebird  houses,  there  is  gracious  hospitality. 

Inside ,‘^cozy  places  and  welcoming  festive  china 
Appropriate  to  each  season  along  with  expert  cuisine. 
Husband,  son,  great  collie  and  her  canoe  round  her  life. 

Her  great  zest  for  being  alive  in  the  world  of  nature 
Is  contagious  and  shocks  awake  some  of  the  drowsy  souls* 
In  a  huge  snowstorm  once,  I  heard  my  name  from  outdoors 
No  people  were  out  but  she  was  I  There  she  stood  on  skis> 
Blue  parka  and  smile^ and  calling  to  come  out  and  play  1 

She  is  a  shining  magnet.  She  is  a  trumpet  call  to  arms  I 
Her  mission  for  the  exquisite  bele^rd  blue  birds 
And  her  practicality  in  helping  them  survive;* 

Along  with  her  love  for  historical  times  and  places 
And  her  infectious  charm^ causes  her  to  be  greatly  loved f 

>8j  1/  ^^/oj93 


8  The  Keene  Sentinel 


Tuesday,  September  7,  1993 


BULLETIN  BOARD 


A  weekly  column 
about  the  environment 


■  “Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds,”  a 
slide  show  and  lecture  by  Lillian 
Fund  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  Mass., 
president  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Bluebird  Society.  Files  will  ex- 
Slain  how  to  protect  the  birds’  habi- 
at  and  how  to  build  bluebird 
louses.  Sponsored  by  Monadnock 
udubon;  Keene  Public  Library,  7 


Written  and  compiled  by  NANCY  PICK 


Hitchcock 
Center 

_ ^l^he^vironment 

Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds 

Lil  Files,  Bluebird  Lover  and  past  President  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society 

Saturday,  Sep.  18,  1:00  -  2:30  pm 

Lil  returns  to  the  Valley  to  share  with  us  her  love  of  bluebirds 
and  the  many  ways  that  you  can  attract  them  to  nest  in  your 
area.  Fall  is  a  good  time  to  prepare  for  the  spring  return  of  the 
eastern  bluebirds.  It’s  the  best  time  to  install  your  nest  boxes 
because  the  ground  can  be  frozen  when  the  birds  first  are 
returning  and  scouting  out  sites  in  March.  She  has  extensive 
experience  attracting  and  caring  for  these  wonderful  birds.  Co¬ 
sponsored  with  Arcadia  Nature  Center  and  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
|m  Easthampton.  Held  at  Arcadia.  Call  for  directions. 

Fee:  $5  Members,  $7  Non-Members 


Lillian  Lund 
Files  monitors 
a  bluebird 
nesting  box. 
She  will  give 
a  lecture  at 
Arcadia 
Nature  Center 
Saturday. 


^  ATURE 

Are  sparrows  scaring 
bluebirds  from  your  nesting 
boxes? 

To  keep  sparrows  away, 
Lillian  Lund  Files  suggests 
attaching  a  stick  with  plastic 
streamers  to  the  top  of  your 
bluebird  houses. 

For  more  tips  on  attracting 
bluebirds,  head  to  Files’  slide 
lecture  on  Saturday  from  1  to 
2:30  p.m.  at  Arcadia  Nature 
Center  in  Easthampton.  The 
program  is  called  “Bring  Back 
the  Bluebirds.” 

Please  register  Saturday 
morning  by  calling  the  center 
at  584-3009.  The  fee  is  $7. 

Files,  who  lives  in 
Tyngsboro,  is  past  president 
of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society. 


Bluebirds  were  once 
abundant  in  the  area,  but 
their  numbers  have  dropped 
due  to  lack  of  breeding  places 
and  competition  from  more 
aggressive  birds. 

People  can  help  by 
providing  nesting  boxes  in  the 
proper  habitat. 

To  get  to  Arcadia  Nature 
Center  from  Northampton, 
take  Route  5  south  just  past 
the  Oxbow  and  turn  right  on 
East  Street.  At  the  nature 
center  si^  —  a  blue  triangle 
—  turn  right  onto  Fort  Hill 
Road.  Bear  right  at  the  next 
intersection,  then  left  at  the 
bend. 

The  bluebird  program  is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Hitchcock 
Center  of  Amherst. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


PLEASE  NOTE:  There  are  no  meetings  until  September 
9th,  which  is  the  2nd  Thursday.  So  mark  your  calendar  now! 

BATS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND  bv  Rene  Laubach 
Rene  Laubach  of  Lennox,  MA  is  director  of  Massachusetts  Audubon's 
Berkshire  Sanctuaries  and  has  co-authored  a  book  about  bats.  This  slide 
presentation  will  focus  on  bat  species  native  to  New  England  . . .  their 
natural  history,  anatomy,  remarkable  adaptions  and  conservation.  Bats  are 
among  the  least  understood  and  most  misrepresented  of  all  mammals  and 
the  importance  of  their  ecological  role  is  often  overlooked.  Come  see  what 
efforts  those  concerned  with  species  preservation  can  make  for  the  world 
wide  decline  in  the  bat  population. 

For  further  information  on  programs  and  other  activities  you  may  contact 
Ray  Prybis,  President  at  508  851-7258,  Beverly  Barry,  Treasurer  at 
508-251-9625,  Joan  Woodbury,  Programs  603  595-0544,  or  Erin  CosteUo, 
Publicity  508  649-6499. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  about  the  Blue  Birds  in  your 
area,  please  Call  Lil  Files  at  692-2520. 
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Telephone:  (508)  374-3900 


October  13,  1993 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian, 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  presenting  the  program:  "Bring  Back  the 
Bluebirds".  Your  lecture  gave  us  so  much  information  about 
these  lovely  birds,  and  then  the  slide  show  really  showed  us  how 
interesting  they  are  to  watch. 


We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  people  like  you  willing  to  share 
their  time  and  talent  with  us.  The  Life  Long  Learners  do 
appreciate  the  time  and  effort  you  put  into  this  program. 


Sincerely, 


May  DiPietro 


MD/sp 


Life  Long 


Learning 


O 


at  NECC 


Fall  1993^»5.>& 


!A  program  ofUctures,  courses  and 
trips  for  otder  aduCts  and  anyone 
zvfio  zvouCd  [il(e  to  participate. 
Lectures  are  offered  free  of  charge. 
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iy  SUSAN  M^DOCKS 
Sun  Correspondent 


-  PELHAM,'  N.H.  —  From  ;  a- 
I  corns  to  grass  to  bluebirds  to 
I  owls/  toym  planners^ J^ook /the  > 
first- step  on  a  quest  tcrpreserve 
[  the  to^’s  wildlife  last  night  by: 
meetingvwith  naturalists  from 
J  the’ Ihuyers^  of  New  JJampr^: 
Ishire^:.^^':’/..;;^  n,, A ■ 

]  i;AMeinbers  of -various  govern¬ 
ment  ^  bowds  -  got /:  a  >  lessomipn 
wildlife^^d  tiles  impoite^ 
preserviiigJ:tiieAtowxi’s:Ap^^ 
resources  at  the  PlanningBj^d  A 

1  meetixj^  ^dimn^%hich 
I  spoke  bn  a/nuto 
[issi^fcpi]^^^^ 

I  grovm^ 


h  {s  the/ste^^ 

1  ni^'^  after  ti^ 

pto  v^as  revised  in  J^us^  to 

include  a:  mission  statement^ 


the  intent  to  preserve  wildlife. 

Among,  the  intentions  of  that  I 
statement  were  taking  an  in¬ 
ventory  of  the 'town’s  wildlife 
preserves  and  to  maintain;and 
protect  threatened  species,-  ac- 
cordmg;  to  Zachary  Farrar,  -a 
Pinkerton  Academy'  student 
who  is  helping  out  with  f the  | 
venture. 

Five  people  involved  in  pre- 
servingf-^dlife  spoke  to*' the 
boards,/  offetog  explanations] 
and  suggestions /toward;  meet¬ 
ing  those 'goals.  - ; 

;|]^^^AugW/  of •  theUNH :  Co- 
opemtiverl^tension,  suggested  I 
the townljfieg^  an 

iny^tei^tof 

of  'cotoiuhities"  haven’t  toen 
stoic^’’;;)te,said.A‘^  got  to 
^0w:;jjivlto^y9u.’ve  got  before 
you  cto^guiate  it.’’"  ^ 
*'H^%ig^sted-the  towrrbegiri 
by  mappmg'the  aiteasi^U^^ 

_“.-v  ,>  -.^v.  .i  |i  .  •  i.-._  ^  •: 

B 


/;v : 


Villi 


x-Vy,'- V 

Ite  prese^e  and  then  coming  up  • 
[vath?  a  plan  for 'keeping'  the;  ' 
habitet  safe^  So  ofi^eni  he  said,:  • 
‘‘Th^e  maps  j^^d  up  rolled  up  ^ 

I  (m  the^elf ’’  ;  >  I ; 

/  nbeds-theh/to  look  a 

at  ways  to  regitiate'  v^^^  - 

ltectior:^;he^said.  ^Ma^^  some  y 
jriew:'te6ls;,need''to^beyadded'^ 
the  Ptoiur^  Board’s  ;hox  A  of  . 
tools,  sd^b  speafe’jyi^g!^ 

V  14^alhf^;^the  tpwri  al^uldiupr, 
Idate  itB;;niaster'plan!^wito  more' 

I  data .  and  detail about  ’  .wildlife 
preservation^  irv  the;! 

After  those  suggestions^  John ! 
Kanter  of  the  state  Fish  and 
I  G^e  Department  presented;  a 
I  slide!  -show,  !  depictiiig :  every- 
I  totog^Opi  rare  ^ecies  of  ydld-^^ 

I  to  te  the  ,  im^^  acorns 

I  to ,  certito.  creatines  apd  open 
I  space  for  others./  /;  s'!/:: '  'J  ' 
.?;,Of  the'  SOO  species  of  wildlife? 


fbirds.-  ; 

-v- “They’re  the  best  loved-' of 
most  all  our  song  birdsf but  few  ' 
have  ever  seen  one,”  Files  said! 

She  suggested,  the  town  could 
establish  bluebird  trails  on  open 
bonservation  tod:  ;  j ' 

■  .And ,  Brewster  A  Bartlett,  /  a  j 
teacher  from'Pirikerton  Acade-  i 
;iiiy,^helped:!to>demonstrate:tite 

matter^  '  , 

' '  make  their '  homes;  ?  acrosa  the 


;  ji. 


in  New  !Hampshire,  21  are  in 
;^danger  of  dying  out  iri  the  state 
'^d/f^^  on  the  national . 
register  of  endangered  species,'. 

Kanter  said.  ;  '  ^ 

K^  then  explained  how 
acorns  are  necessary  for  the  sur¬ 
vival  of  niany'aniiiials,?  from 
chipmunks  to  deer.  ?  v 

"  And  wetlands,  Kanter  said.  ? 
provide  a  habit^  W  host 
living:,  creatures,  no  .  matter,i  ;  $^^>iV?t?  '°^ 
whether  the  home  is  a  swamp;fe5!fj^/''^’ 
imarsh  or  bog.  ■'Wetlands 

and.smaU"  are  homes  for  many  /’’'““•ij®  «*ookI“ldren  ap-. 
creatures,  he  said.  /:;,ross-  ae  ,,tatevhave  gather^^^ 

f  Lili.Lund  Piles,  a  pkst  presi/’f“?.M“’P??^?^ 

'.dent  of  the  National  Bluebird 

Society,  then  explained  how  the  ^  ®“  &e  highways;  of  the 

town  could  become  a  home  for  '  | 

h^.  favorite  feathered  friends.  ,  OfScials  said  the  information 
Showing  the  group  a  bird  house,  V  /gleaned  from  last  night’s  meet- 
sho'^  ^Itoed  that  the  'town  y^ing  was  ^  a :  first  .step^tow^d 
could  enlist  the  assistance  of  meeting  the  goals  stiptot^' in 
E^la  Scouts  and  toe  elderly  to  the  tqwnb  master  plan’  to' pre¬ 
top  with  establishing  some-  serve  and  protect  toe  town’s'" 
tomg  of;  a>  sanctuary:  .for?  <  the:  wildlife.  ‘  ■ 
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Uic  StateUne  X'] 


Kon 


lldlife  Presentation  OiTeFed  ail 


--iV 


Help  Build  A  Future 
For  Wildlife. 


HMINt .  It  M  HI  I  I  HlKP’* 


lilHan  >l;md  fUcs  jpoke  OH  Bluebird  Consn^ationA*  A 
Wildlife  Success  Stoiy.*!^  jb-s^ 


>  Lillian  Lund  Files,  who  is  the 
past  ixesidentofthe  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Blud}lrd  Socie^,  spoke  to  the 
group  about  Blud}ird  conserva¬ 
tion.  Ms.  Files,  who  has  been  lec¬ 
turing  onBhiebinbforiDaiiyye^ 
said  that  she  had  542  Bluebird 
boxes  on  her  traiL  The  boxes  are 
around  her  home,  in' Tyngsix)ro 
and  in  Southern  New  Hanm>shj^. ' 
She  told  the  board  thatBhid>irds 
need  human  help  very  badly  in 
order  to  survive.  One  w^  to  ac¬ 
complish  this  is  to  establish  Blue¬ 
bird  trails  in  open  conservation 
land  or  any  other  open  land. 

Files  displayed  a  Blud>ird  box  (as 
shovm  in  photo)  and  described  the 
box  as  being  v^  easily  made.' 
Making  Blud)ird  bo?^  has  been 
an  Eagle  Scout  Project  earned,  on 
Ic^lyr  The  scouts  make^tq}  the 
texes  and  install  then4  however, 
need  to  be  UK^tored  SI^ 
a^ested  that  perh^  this  would 
I  l^a  good  project  for  senior  dti;. 
[zens  who  would  li^  to  he^^ 
RogCThfond>leautokithe group 
I  that  when  he  was  researching  on 
this  project  he  went  to  a  presenta¬ 
tion  made  by  Ms.  Files  and  learned 
about  the  BIud}ird  boxes.  Roger, 

I  who  said  that  he  has  never  seen 
I  Bhiebirds  on  his  ^operiy 
[boOiisid  put  up  one  cCdtexto^ 
lin 


f  “I  >l:iaY€?|beenf^ 
^liandbppk;^ffor  po 

J^^use  tq  help^them  identify  their 
.  .^j^pdtwpau-’^  coriducted^re^niostj^port^ 
se^ch  pn^^dOl^e  needs  in  ho-^  to  develop  a,  plWi 

hflTri'  iriB ..  -flnd.tmninffii-n  fhneo 

cials 


Fishi  ‘arid^'CJeuhe  Depart^^ 
the;  Audiibpn  Society  qhd  other  ’ 
consetyqkonqj^erts^ 
Also?atr.±h'os,Nov. 

John  Ad^jtei^fyomi 


Lillian  Lund  Files,  a'  conser 
vatiqn^,  specialist, V,pn  i, bluebirds 
(an  .endangOT^i  species), ,  .will 
also,  speak  to  the  board. ,  / 
Mpntbleau  smd.  as;  a  result  of. 


Hampsl^e^E^Hand^Game’De- his  stoby,  tbe  hold  a 

I  L I 1  ^ *  ‘T  X*  *xl«k  '*•  ’  *  *  '  *U1  ^  •'x 


pmrtm^tiV^SReaktp^^^  Plan-;'!' 


ning;  B;gaidia^  residents/c^iisJV : 

1 will  giyg 
■  slide  presentation'on  endari^T 


inghe^>^^lnstru'ct'the  to  on 
the,  “pro^s  of  inyentcaying 
wildlife^teU  them  where  %>  go 
for^6rniati}n;'a^^ 
it  "aUf-tbgeffier  'in^a  alan’;ahd " 


lectt^qseries  pnj^cUife  ppeh^ 


presentatiou'on  endanger 
bluebirds'  at  the  Pelham  Sen-*! 
irtr  Nashua  '  Roaid. ; 


lor  Oenter  on^ 

Anyone  needing  further  iiriojr 
mation!,  can^^  contact  tMontbleau 
tftt  (603)  686-3905""'’*  "  * 


The  Members  of  Camp  Fire  Adventurers  invite  interested  students  and  their 
parents  to  join  us  for  a  presentation  by  Lillian  Files,  past  President  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  and  expert  on  Bluebirds.  She  will  speak  and  show 
slides  about  Bluebirds  and  their  habitat,  building  nesting  boxes,  and  setting  up  a 
Bluebird  trail.  ^ 


..^aconuL^ 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

OCTOBER  7th  uncommon  beha vtor  of  commom 

IffiRPS  t)YTQm  Tyning  Tom  Tyning  of  Amherst,  MA  is  a  Master 
Naturalist  with  over  15  years  with  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society.  He 
IS  an  expert  on  the  behavior  of  reptiles  and  amphibians  and  is  the  author  of 
AGutde  to  Aniphihians  and  Reptiles,  part  of  the  Stokes  Nature  Guide 
Series.  Tom  tells  many  fascinating  stories  of  the  uncommon  behavior, 
survival  strategies,  ecological  roles  and  basic  life  histories  of  common 
heiptiles.  With  his  humorous  and  entertaining  tales,  Tom  hopes  to  interest 
us  in  spending  more  time  watching  local  amphibians  and  reptiles  and  to  aid 
m  the  survival.  Learn  why  Tom  says  "some  of  the  most  fascmating  animals 
m  the  world  are  both  common  and  easily  observed." 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Route 

1 13,  Mam  St.,  Dunstable  Center.  Unless  noted  the  meetings  are  the  first 

Thursday  of  the  month,  at  7:30  pm.  Show  membership  card  at  each 

meeting.  Dues  are  Single  $5,  Family  $8,  Guests  $2  donation.  Students  are 
free. 


ACTON  CONSERVATION 


uJe.  'ikt.  kluzbi't-A  ^ 


A  male  osprey  returns  to  a  nest,  built  on  a  platform  put  up  by  naturalist  Gil  Fernandez  along  the  Westport  River,  where  his  mate  lends  their  e 


GLOBE  STAFF  PHOTO  /  MARKWILSON 


r  111^  J  1_  u  rnvjiu/ IVlMKrV  WlLol. 

osepMne  Fernandez  holds  an  errant  osprey  egg  while  her  husband,  Gilbert,  works  on  a  nesting  platform 


1  ^ 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  DARTMOUTH 

Citation  for  Conferral  of  the  Degree 

'Doctor  of  Scioicc 

Honoris  Gnusa  on 

Gilbert  and  Josepbiiu  Dcryuinde'^ 

Gilbert  and  Joscjphinc  Dernandc^,  dedicated  Saviors  oj  the  tndayi^ered  osjyrcij. 
JaiChful  ^uardLaas  of  the  natural  world,  and  steadfast  sentinels  at  the  door- 
waif  of  the  earth’s  future,  your  selfless  labors  ref  cur  oar  linlss  to  life  that  is 
jpast  ayid  life  that  is  yet  lobe. 

G^CCLficnts  of  maiuj  awards  for  your  sustained  avid  ntblc  efforts  to  imfrovc 
the  envirOKnieHt,  you  have  won  national  recognition  for  reestablishing  ct 
thriviny  osfrey  yofuiation  in  buzzards  bay  and.  indeed,  all  aiony  the  East 
Coast.  After  actcrynininy  that  festiddes  were  dcstroyiny  this  ynaynficent' 
nettivc  bird,  you  devoted  mvre  than  thirty  years  to  nurturiny  the  revitaliziny 
of  the  sfecies.  you  built  and  maintained  nestiny flaf^orms,  fersuaded  the 
United  States  Coast  Guard  to  cease  its  destruction  of  osfrey  cyys  and  nestlinys, 
and  became  international  cxfcrts  whose  technicfucs  Haoe  been  successfully 
off  lied  in  (Other  coasted  rcyions.  Dhrouyh  wriCiny.  tiackiny,  fkotoyrafhiny, 
avid  luturiny,  as  well  as  Chrouyk  serviny  on  numerous  boards  and  committees, 
you  have  eniiyhtened  and  warned  the  fublic,  yuidiny  and  yoadiny  the 
soyne times  careless  keefcrs  of  the  earth  to  a  y reate r  sense  of  resfonsihility 
ctnd  a  more  thouykCful  husbandry  of  natures  resources. 

^or  acCiyuy  ovv  your  belief  that  fcofle  '^should  Leave  this  earth  ct  Little  better 
for  Che  frivilcye  of  haviny  lived  on  it f  and  yiviny  us  Che  triumphant  leyacy 
of  kecUtky  osfrey  forever  on  the  winy  above  the  waters  of  buzzards  Eocuy.  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  Dartmouth  yratcfuihf  confers  ufow you  both, 
the  deyree  of  Doctor  of  Science,  honoris  ccucsct. 

Commencement  Exercises  »  North  Dartmouth.  Massachusetts 

yunc  5. 1^9^ 


V 


(w-^^ANCELLOR 


Bluebird  Man  of  Georgia 

Ho  thirty  miles  he  came  from  south  Atlanta’s  coast. 

He  came  to  see  a  bluebird;  no  bluebird  lore  could  boast. 

His  face  was  young  and  honest,  neither  fat  nor  thin. 

No  fancy  airs— no  hippy  hairs  were  hanging  from  his  chin. 

Said  bespoke  his  mind,  when  I  asked  what  was  on  it 

For^hpf;  thp  ®  ^'u®bird,  here;  I’ve  banked  my  trip  upon  it  ’ 

rthounht  th  t  bluebirds  fly  about.  ^ 

thought  that  I  d  arrange  this  trip,  and  maybe  I’d  find  out.” 

"Just  turn  around  and  look  aloft  to  that  high  hanging  wire 
No  reason  now  to  look  in  vain  for  your  hungry  heart’s  desire  I 

Ar?H  ^  he  scouts  the  ground 

Thprp-c'^  your  first  bluebird,  and  now  just  look  around  ’ 

W  trin  ^  P^®  ^hi  shade 

Your  trip  of  all  those  weary  miles  was  not  thus  vainly  made.” 

‘‘Excuse  the  tears,”  the  young  man  said,  “my  age  is  thirty-four- 

n?pii  th^  arourid  the  place  to  see  each  bluebird’s  nest. 

Of  all  the  days  of  all  his  life,  he  said  this  was  the  best. 

He  bought  of  our  log  houses  for  bluebirds  four  or  five 
Around  his  yard  he  put  them  up,  and  his  place  came  alive 
Brown-headed  Nuthatches,  bluebirds,  titmice,  and  chickadees 
Woodpeckers,  and  other  birds  nested  there— and  bees. 

W^fhTh^P^tflnfH  Washington  for  the  famous  NABS  slide  show 
With  the  taped  narration  so  everywhere  he’d  go 

He  d  show  the  birds  of  beauty  and  information  true 

To  inspire  his  growing  audience  with  those  great  birds  of  blue. 

Ere  long  his  reputation  for  knowledge  of  the  game 
Had  grown  beyond  his  fondest  dreams,  “The  Bluebird  Man”  his  name. 

He  quicWv  s\'id“'T^in.®!n  ^iuebird  Man,” 

ne  quickly  said.  Thank  you,  kind  folks,  I’m  doing  what  I  can 

But  you  ve  not  see  him  yet,  you're  premature  I  feL  ’ 

®  f™"'  here. 

He  s  the  one  that  showed  to  me  my  first  bluebird  there 

His  knowledge  far  surpasses  mine,  and  he  has  pictures  rare 
That  far  outdo  the  shots  I  get  of  bluebirds  at  their  nest 
One  shows  a  Daddy  feeding  young  on  his  wife’s  head— the  best.” 

Ron  Lee  goes  now  from  place  to  place  a-spreading  bluebird  lore 
The  only  way  to  tell  his  pace  is  to  say  more  and  more! 

Wp^f  ^  '®  beyond  all  harm 

We  i  keep  on  keeping  on,  good  Ron,  and  keep  that  goal  in  sioht 

Who  msr,h"”°“8,'’  in  hifmight  ®  ’ 

creatures  great  and  small,  and  made  man  over  all- 
We  II  labor  on  with  love  of  God  to  aid  lest  one  should  fall  ’ 

May  we  with  His  Spirit  guiding  us,  keep  on  ’til  prize  is  won 
_And  seeLHisj^^^g^^us  still,  ’til  all  life’s  dutv’.^  rtnnr’ 

^^^^nc^Sawyer 


^a'fer;  u«/a 
"The 

it 

'®  ca/e/i(jar 


"icludea 


Tijet  C  a. As  Secants 

y}  \o  o  )rcj 


houghtfulness  like  yours 
is  always  appreciated! 

/CliOs  . 


'j 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Please  remember  to  put  out  feed  for  your  fine  feathered  friends.  They 
also  enjoy  suet.  You  can  buy  a  piece  in  the  Deli  department  and  then  just 
put  It  in  an  old  onion  bag  (red  netting).  Tie  a  knot  and  secure  it  to  a  tree 
branch  with  a  thin  wire.  Where  I  usually  have  hanging  plants  outdoors  in 
the  summer.  I  replace  them  with  bird  feeders  in  the  winter.  You  can  get 
certain  kinds  of  seeds  to  attract  specific  birds.  We  have  such  a  variety  of 
birds  that  I  usually  get  what  is  called  "  Flyers’  Choice"  from  Agway.  They 
all  seem  to  find  something  that  they  like.  Once  in  awhile  I'll  pick  up  a  few 
large  pine  cones  and  fill  the  spaces  with  peanut  butter  and  roll  it  in 
birdseed.  I  use  a  thin  wire  to  hold  it  to  the  tree  branch.  String  doesn't  seem 
to  hold  up.  Want  to  get  your  children  interested  in  the  birds?  I  am  sure  they 
would  love  to  help  you  with  the  above  projects.  There  are  lots  of  bird 
books  available  for  all  age  levels.  There  are  also  charts  that  have  pictures  of 
birds  for  the  different  regions  of  the  country.  Usually  they  are  laminated  so 
they  can  be  handled  without  worrying  about  the  children  damaging  them. 
This  winter  keep  track  qf  all  the  different  birds  that  come  to  your  feeder, 
you'll  be  amazed  at  how  many  different  kinds  there  are.  Well  Happy 
Holidays- and  Happy  Birding! 


Ciuc^  ^  ^ 

‘u^7~yv 

Ml.  AA 


^  3! 


CSS 


vcw  at  (Q[hriatmas 
av(^  always 

£ 


SHING  you  THE  VERY  BEST 
OF  THE  HOLIDAY  SEASON 
A  YEAR  OF  LOVE  AND 
HAPPINESS! 


VC:'.  '?y_ 


\  NVw^vc. 


^  'ij*^  'ih  Ca4L  , 

^  -^JcL 

k)-^Xx^  iJ^.  ,Jx~ 

AiJL  V  \/^  V'^a(2_  "fe  .^jn^)  (jbC  ivtr«J 

^  ^  j^A/XyY&.^  .^J'^ 

y\iL4^<^  U>^  Ud^  ClA^ 

M-fW  \r^  ^  ^ 

/^  jhJ^^  ^  ^  . 

i/aPoa.1^  -  ,  (9-^ 


..eW^  ^  jL.,^  :;2ix^ 

^  -  pw, 

vA 


^'J\/(ay  tfie^enUe peace  of  Cfiristmas 
fi[[ your  heart  with  joy  all  year. 


‘'"j^tUh’hLv)  lOMk^ 


OPuAA^  C-t^ 


jCi Ilian  Cund  dilcs 
Windswept  Acres 
Zungsboro.  AIA  OIS79 


USA 


BUFF5T 


INVITED  GUESTS 


Beverly  Barry 
Jean  Buchholz 
Carol  Canning 
Lauren  Chaney 
Erin  Costello 
Joan  Duprey 
May  Harris 
Mary  Ann  Hayward 
Marcia  Litchfield 
Joyce  Marinel 
Mary  Siriall 
Joan  Woodbury 


.VLNDSv^PT  ACRES 


December  /  #  1993 

6:00  P.M. 


R.S.V.P.  692-1520 


Come  meet  our  new  President  of  T3b 


I 

to/njA^LOw 


YOU  KNO  W  YOU’RE  A  BLUEBIRDER  IF. 

Your  favorite  color  is  blue. . . 

Your  heart  skips  a  beat  wher)  you  see  a  flash  of  blue  fly  by.... . 

You  can  hardly  wait  for  February  when  they'll  be  back. . 

^^boxes^^^  up  while  you  watch  them,  checking  out  your  nesting 

You  spend  your  grocery  money  on  mealworms . L. 

The  mockingbird  that  you  once  loved  now  becomes  a  nuisance  when*he 
chases  your  bluebirds . 

Your  mind  wanders  to  bluebirds  when  the  family  talks  to  you . 

You  strike  up  conversations  with  perfect  strangers — always  about 
bluebirds .  • 

Every  city  park,  cemetery,  golf  course,  or  expanse  of  green  seems  to  cry  out 
for  nesting  boxes . . 

You  can  t  wait  to  tell  ANYONE  about  your  five  baby  blue  eggs . 

You  d  never  think  of  buying  a  new  home  without  making  bluebirds  part  of 
the  contract. . 

You  remember  bluebirds  in  your  prayers  every  day.... . 


Baino  SACK. 


■  Ba»4 


-  CiL.W' 


^Massachusetts^  | 

FILES 

0 In-  Spirit  of  America^ 


TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 


The  first  meeting  of  the  season  will  be  held  on  Thursday.  March  3rd. 
Meetings  are  held  at  the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Route  113, 
Main  St.,  EXinsUble  Center,  at  7:30  pm.  Dues  are  Single  $5.  Family  $8, 
Guests  $2  donation.  Students  are  free.  Show  membership  card  at  each 
meeting. 

BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS  Bv  LU  FUes,  Lil  FUes,  Past 
President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  and  the  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society,  has  been  lecturing  on  Bluebirds  throughout  new  England  for 
the  past  14  years.  She  maintains  and  monitors  extensive  Bluebird  Trails, 
and  has  had  Bluebirds  on  her  property  for  over  50  years.  She  is  well 
known  as  a  trouble-shooter  and  has  received  awards  for  her  outstanding 
work  and  contributions  to  Bluebird  Conservation.  Lil's  presentation  will 
include  a  slide  and  lecture  program  as  well  as  a  display  table. 


When  Nature  made  the  bluebird  she  wished 
to  propitiate  both  the  sky  and  the  earth,  so  she 
gave  him  the  color  of  the  ont  on  his  back  and 
the  hue  of  the  other  on  his  breast,  and  ordained 
that  his  appearance  in  spring  should  denote  that 
the  strife  and  war  between  these  two  elements 
was  at  an  end.  He  is  the  peace-harbinger ;  in 
him  the  celestial  and  terrestrial  strike  hands  and 
are  fast  friends.  He  means  the  furrow  and  he 
means  the  warmth  ;  he  means  all  the  soft,  wooing 
influences  of  the  spring  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
retreating  footsteps  of  winter  on  the  other. 

John  Burroughs,  Wake-Robin. 


TFe  are  here!  We  are  here! 

Cheer!  Cheer!  Cheer! 
Here  again!  Home  again! 
Dear!  Dear!  Dear! 


CA 


©MBI 


J. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Tyngsborough,  Mass.  01879 


CALEHDER  OF  PROGRAMS  FOR  1994 


Meetings  are  held  at  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  f Route  113) 
on  the  First  Thursday  of  the  Month*  at  7; 30  P.M. 

Show  Membership  Card  at  each  meeting 
Duear  Single  $5*00»  Family  $8.00 
Guests  $2.00  donation.  Students  free 


DUES  COLLECnOV  BBGIBS  AT  MARCH  MEETIBG 


MAR.  3  \  BRUiG  BACK  THE  BLUE  BIRDS  br  LIL  FTLES 

/  Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  has 

V. _ been  lecturing  on  bluebirds  throughout  New  England  for  the  past  14  years.  She  maintains  and  monitors 

extensive  Bluebird  trails  and  has  had  bluebirds  on  her  property  for  over  50  years.  She  is  well  known 
as  a  trouble-shooter  and'  has  received  awards  for  her  outst^ding  work  and  contributions  to  Bluebird 
Conservation.  Lil's  presentation  will  include  a  slide  and  lecture  program  as  well  as  a  display  table. 


APR.  7  CHARGES  IN  MASSACHUSETTS  BIRD  POPULATIOHS  by  WAYNE  PETERSEN 


5 


Wayne  R.  Petersen  is  employed  as  a  field  ornithologist  for  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society.  He  has 
lectured  widely  on  ornithology  and  has  presented  binding  workshops  for  many  organizations  including  Bird 
Observer  magazine,  the  Institute  for  Field  Ornithology  at  the  University  of  Maine  at  Machias,  the  American 
Binding  Association,  and  the  Manomet  Bird  Observatory.  In  addition,  ha  is  the  New  England  regional  editor 
for  the  nesting  season  and  Christmas  Bird  Count  for  American  Birds  magazine,  has  authored  accounts  for 
The  .Audubon  Society  Master  Guide  to  Birding  and  Bird  Finding  in  New  England,  and  has  recently  coauthored 
a  book  on  the  Birds  of  .‘■lassacnusetts .  Wayne  is  also  an  international  bird  tour  leader  for  Field  Guides, 
Inc.  and  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society.  Following  his  program,  Wayne  will  be  available  to  sign  copies 
of  his  book. 

SNOWY  OWLS  by  NORMAN  SMITH 


Norman  Smith  of  ’.'/hitman  MA,  is  the  director  of  Trailside  '■fuseum  in  Canton,  and  has  been  'oanding  Snowy 
Owls  and  other  birds  of  prey  for  many  years.  Recently  featured  in  National  Geographic,  his  close-up 
photos  of  snowies  are  an  unusual  treat.  Norman's  work  has  been  conducted  at  Logan  Airport  and  in  the 
Blue  Hills  and  will  soon  be  filmed  for  pu'olic  television.  Norman's  knowledge,  stories,  and  good  humor 
will  ensure  a  most  enjoyable  and  informative  evening.  His  presentation  may  include  live  birds. 


SEPT.  3»  MASSACHUSETTS  BIRD  OF  PREY  RTj^RARILITAION  AND  BALD  EAGLE  BREEDING  by  TOMAS  RICARDI 

Thomas  Ricardi  of  Conway  MA,  'nas  been  working  with  raptors  for  the  last  30  years.  He  holds  federal  and 
state  licenses  for  raptor  rehabilitation,  falconry  and  breeding  as  well  as  a  special  bald  eagle  permit. 
One  of  Thomas'  projects  has  been  captive  breeding  of  raptors  and  has  had  success  with  several  species 
of  Hawks,  Owls,  and  Bald  Eagles.  Thomas'  program  will  begin  with  a  slide  presentation  on  rehabilitation 
work  and  also  on  his  Bald  Eagle  breeding  project.  He  will  also  bring  in  various  live  birds  of  prey. 

OCT.  6  WILDLIFE.  RABIES  i  YOU  /RABIES  IN  YOUR  BACKYARD)  by  MASSACHUSETTS  FISHERIES  &  WILDLIFE 

The  /■lassachusetts  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  in  Westboro  MA,  will  present  a  very  informative  slide  presenta¬ 
tion  on  rabies.  Some  of  the  questions  they  will  answer  are:  >/hat  is  rabies?  How  do  humans  get  it? 

How  can  you  protect  yourself?  '.Vhat  to  do  if  you  are  exposed,  and  many  other  wildlife  questions. 


NOV.  ?  BIRD  SLIDES  ’WITH  BIRD  CALL  IMITATIONS  by  ELLIOT  TAYLOR 

Elliot  Taylor  of  Sherbom  MA,  has  put  together  a  unique  slide  presentation  of  birds  which  he  accompanies 
with  their  calls  and  other  background  infoimcation.  Elliot  began  his  study  with  the  Chickadee  and  from 
that  he  evolved  to  other  species.  ’Working  with  tone  and  rhythm  he  is  able  to  imitate  the  sounds  of  many 
birds . 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  PROGRAMS  and  OTHER  ACTIVITIES.  KINDLY  CONTACT; 

MARCIA  IITCHFIELD,  PRESIDENT  /5O8)  o49-6760  JOAN  'WOODBURY,  PROGRAMS  /603)  595-0544 

BEVERLY  BARRY,  TREASURER  /508)  251-9625  ERIN  COSTELLO,  PUBLICITY  (5O8)  649-6499 


SPRING  &  FALL  BIRD  WALES  AND  LEADERS  ARE  LISTED  ON  BACI 
»  NOTE-  THIS  IS  THE  2“^  THURSDAY  IN  SEPT. 


SPRUG  BIRD  WATCHIHG  FIELD  TRIPS 


MAY  7  THE  CARLISLE  BOG  with  MARCIA  LITCHFIELD 


Meet  at  Caldor’s  parking  lot  at  7:30  AM  to  join  this  walk  through 
the  Carlisle  Bog.  Our  president,  Marcia  Litchfield,  will  lead 
this  walk.  Warblers,  water  birds  and  hawks  are  expected  to  be 
seen. 


WIHDSWEPT  ACRES  with  LIL  FILES  and  RUSTY  GERRISH 


Meet  at  Lil  Files’  house  at  106  Scribner  Hill  Road,  Tyngsboro 
MA,  at  8:00  AM.  Bluebirds  are  at  the  top  of  the  list  here. 
After  observing  Lil's  Bluebirds,  Rusty  will  lead  a  walk  about 
the  area  looking  for  Scarlet  Tanagers,  Field  Sparrows,  Brown 
Thrashers  and  more. 


JURE  4  GREAT  MEADOWS  with  RUSTY  GERRISH 


Meet  at  Caldor’s  parking  lot  at  7:30  AM  for  car  pooling.  This 
morning  bird  walk  at  Great  Meadows,  Concord  MA,  with  Rusty  Gerrish 
will  be  looking  for  warblers,  ducks,  rails,  and  more.  For  more 
information  call  Rusty  Gerrish  at  (508)  433-6219* 


DIRECTIONS: 

CALDOR’S 


Located  at  Rt  3  and  Rt  4  in  Chelmsford,  MA.  Park  away  from  store 
nearest  to  Rt  3* 


SCRIBNER  HILL  ROAD 


From  the  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Rt  113)-  take  a  right 
out  of  parking  lot,  then  2nd  right  onto  Westford  Road.  This 
eventually  becomes  Scribner  Hill  Rd.  #106  is  about  3  miles  up 
on  the  right  side  of  the  road. 


P.S.  NABS  Founder  Larry  Zeleny  sends  his  greetings  and  wants  al 
to  know  that  he  wishes  the  bleubirders  well!  Although  he 
struggles  with  failing  eyesight,  he  is  in  reasonably  good 
spirits,  but  had  to  give  up  monitoring  his  trail  this  past 
;eason.  A  knowledgeable  man  is  monitoring  it  this  year.  _ 


JOIN  THE  BLUEBIRD  SOCIjETYl 

The  North  American  Bluebird  'Society^(NABS)  WQsJfoupded  . 
1978  by  Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny  in  an  ^ttenipt^i^eyerse^he^^ 
decline  in  bluebird  numbers  in  the  United  States'^and' Canada!!^ 
Today,  the  bluebird  society  boasts  more  than  5,000  members'# 
The  Spring  1992  issue  of  Sialia,  the  society’S(,quarterly  journal, 
reported  that  the  number  of  bluebirds  fledged  from,  members' 
nest  boxes  have  increased  a  whopping  85  percent  In  11 
years — ^from  11,210  in  1980  to  73,669  in  1991! 

In  1991  alone,  NABS  members  put  up  39,920  nest  boxes,  of 
which  35  percent  were  used  by  bluebirds  and  14  percent  by 
other  species,  including  species  of  swallows,  wrens,  chick¬ 
adees,  titmice,  nuthatches  and  flycatchers. 

For  more  information  about  bluebirds  and  building  nest  boxes, 
contact:  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Box  6295,  Silver 
Spring,  MD  20916-6295;  (301)  384-2798. 


Camp  Fire  Light] 


January  1994 


Club  Program;  Looking  Ahead 


Area  News 


Save  tile  Bluebird 


If  cldbs  in  your  area  are  interested  in  this  national  prefect,  a 
gre^  local  resource  is  Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  MA,  past 
piesideot  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society.  A 
recognized  expert  on  these  birds,  she  will  come  to  your  area 
witha  45  minute  presentation  for  children.  The  presentation 
incudes  a  video,  nests,  eggs,  houses  and  story  about  blue¬ 
birds.  Ms.  Files  has  many  blud)iid  bouses  in  the  Tyng^ro 
area  and  each  lining  welcomes  tteir  offipring.  For  more 
infomudion  and/or  to  arrange  a  program,  contact; 


Lillian  Files 
Scriboer  Hill 
Tyngiboro.  MA  01*79 
Tekpheme:  (508)  692-2520 


’7he‘WiUiams1nn 

On-the-Green  at  Williams  College 
Williamstown,  Massachusetts  01267 


NORTH  ADAMS  STATE  COLLEGE/W I LL I AMSTOWN  ELDERHOSTEL 

February  6  -  11,  1994 


Wednesday  Evening 
7:30  PM 


Presentation  by  Lillian  Files,  Elderhosteler , 
conservationist,  lover  of  bluebirds.  Classroom 


The  ‘Williams  Inti 


WILLIAMSTOWN,  MASSACHUSETTS 


/S" 


Ol£ 


^~rhcutji 


Mrs.  Orrin  Files 
Scribner  Hill  Road 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


Dear  Lilian, 

As  field  trip  coordinator  for  the  Brookline  Bird  Club,  I 
I  am  always  looking  for  people  to  lead  bird  walks.  It  has  come  to 
my  attention  that  you  might  consider  leading  a  walk  or  two  for 
the  bird  club.  I  would  be  happy  to  have  you  do  whatever  you  felt 
comfortable  doing,  whether  it  be  a  local  walk  or  a  trip  far 
afield.  It  could  be  to  an  area  that  we  already  cover,  or  better 
yet  to  a  new  place. 

If  you  would  consider  doing  this,  please  contact  me  by 
writing  (I’ve  enclosed  a  SASE  envelope)  or  calling.  I  would  need 
the  following  information: 

1 .  Area  covered  by  the  trip 

2.  Whether  it  is  an  all  day,  morning,  afternoon  trip 

3 .  Date 

4.  Meeting  place  and  time 

5.  How  you  want  your  name  listed  (Mr.,  Mrs.,  Ms.,  Dr.) 

6.  Telephone  number 

I  am  now  putting  together  the  spring  bulletin  which  covers  the  I 
months  March  through  June.  If  you  would  like  to  do  a  trip  during 
this  period,  please  let  me  know  by  January  23  (I  have  to  get  it 
to  the  printers).  If  you  want  to  do  one  next  summer  or  fall,  I’d 
be  happy  to  sign  you  up. 

Thank  you  for  considering  this  matter  and  good  birding! 


\Mass,  Official  Makes  Borne 
On  Highway  for  Bluebirds 


sincerely. 


SPRINGFIELD,  Mass.  (AP)  — 
Big  rigs  and  loaded-down  cars 
from  New  York  and  Montreal 
rumble  down  this  stretch  of  In¬ 
terstate  91,  but  Tim  Maginnis 
also  wants  to  make  it  home- 
sweet-home  to  a  little  song  bird 
on  a  comeback. 

The  state  environmental  engi¬ 
neer,  who  is  also  a  bird  watcher, 
has  begun  posting  wooden  bird 
houses  for  the  eastern  bluebird 
I  along  the  50  miles  of  highway  be¬ 
tween  the  Vermont  and  Connecti¬ 
cut  borders  in  western  Massachu¬ 
setts. 

“They  look  nice  out  there.  Peo¬ 
ple  go  by  and  they  see  them  and 
they  think,  ‘What  a  neat  thing!’” 
Maginnis  said  yesterday. 

Until  the  early  20th  century,  I 
bluebirds  thrived  on  the* farms' 
and  open  countryside  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  But  they  went  into  a 
slow  decline  under  pressure  from 
shrinking  farmland,  suburban 
development,  pesticide  use  and 
competition  from  house  spar¬ 
rows,  starlings  and  other  birds. 


according  to  State  Ornithologist 
Brad  Blodget. 

Metal  fencing  also  spelled  trou¬ 
ble  for  bluebirds,  which  nest  in-, 
side  woodpecker  hollows  in  fence  [ 
posts  and  natural  holes  in  trees. 


David  Oliver 

Field  Trip  Coordinator 

Brookline  Bird  Club 
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TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 
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The  first  meeting  of  the  season  was  to  be  held  on  Thursday,  March 
3rd  but  was  canceled  due  to  bad  weather.  BRING  BACK  THE 
Rl  ITFRIRDS  Bv  Lil  Files  will  now  be  held  on  Tuesday  May  10th. 
Meetings  are  held  at  the  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church,  Route  1 13, 
Main  St.,  Dunstable  Center,  at  7:30  pm.  Dues  are  Single  $5,  Family  $8, 
Guests  $2  donation.  Students  are  free.  Show  membership  card  at  each 

meeting. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  APRIL  7th  CHANGES  IN 
MASSACHUSETTS  BIRD  POPULATIONS  by  Wayne  Petersen 
Wayne  R.  Petersen  is  employed  as  a  field  ornithologist  for  the 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society.  He  has  lectured  widely  on  ornithology 
and  has  presented  birding  workshops  for  many  organizations  including 
Bird  Observer  magazine,  the  Institute  for  Field  Ornithology  at  the 
Uniyersity  of  Maine  at  Machias,  the  American  Birding  Association,  and 
the  Manomet  Bird  Obseryatory.  In  addition,  he  is  the  New  England 
regional  editor  for  the  nesting  season  and  Christmas  Bird  Count  for 
American  Birds  magazine,  has  authored  accounts  for  The  Audubon  Socie 
Master  Guide  to  Birding  and  Bird  Finding  in  New  England,  and  has 
recently  co-authored  a  book  on  the  Birds  of  Massachusetts.  Wayne  is  also 
an  international  bird  tour  leader  for  Field  Guides,  Inc.  and  the 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society.  Following  his  program,  Wayne  will  be 
ayailable  to  sign  copies  of  his  book. 
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All-white  and  still  lie  stream  and  hill _ 

Ihe  winter  dread  and  drear  i 
When  from  the  skies  a  bluebird  flies 
And  —  spring  is  here! 

Dallas  Lore  Sharp,  fFinter. 

The  bluebird  is  the  only  possible  interpreter  of 
those  first  dark  signs  of  March  ;  through  him  we 
have  faith  in  the  glint  of  the  pussy-willows,  in  the 
half-thawed  peep  of  the  hylas,  and  in  the  north¬ 
ward  flying  of  the  geese. 

Dallas  Lore  Sharp,  IFild  Life  Near  Home. 
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The  Groton  Herald 


April  15,  1994 


Bluebirds  at  GMC*s  Ladies  Night 
The  Groton  Men's  Club  will  hold  its 
annual  Ladies  Night  Wednesday, 
April  20  in  the  vestry  of  the  First  Parish 
Church,  The  guest  speaker  will  be  Lillian 
Files  of  Tyngsboro,  a  nationally  known 
authority  on  bluebirds.  Hilda  Tolies  will 
provide  a  catered  dinner  and  Ray  Tolies 
proposes  to  provide  something  from  his 
sawmill  for  the  occasion. 

Dinner  will  be  served  at  6:30  p.m. 
and  costs  $7.  The  program  starts  at  7:30 
p.m.  Anyone  wishing  to  attend  the 
meeting  who  is  not  on  the  calling  list 
should  contact  Norm  Carkin,  448-5674, 
^or  Dick  Nethercut,  448-6279,  by 
"Junday,  April  17. 

The  Men's  Club  is  a  civic  and  social 
I  group  which  meets  monthly.  Facilities  are 
1  generously  provided  by  the  Unitarian 
(^Church  as  part  of  its  outreach  to  the 
]  community. 
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TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Route 
113,  Main  St.,  Dunstable  Center,  at  7:30  pm.  Dues  are  Single  $5,  Family 
$8,  Guests  $2  donation.  Students  are  free.  Show  membership  card  at  each 
meeting. 

MAY  5TH  SNOWY  OWLS  by  Norman  Smith  Norman  Smith  of 
Whitman,  MA,  is  the  director  of  Trailside  Museum  in  Canton,  and  has 
been  banding  Snowy  Owls  and  other  birds  of  prey  for  many  years. 
Recently  featured  in  National  Geographic,  his  close-up  photos  of  snowies 
are  an  unusual  treat.  Norman’s  work  has  been  conducted  at  Logan  Airport 
and  in  the  Blue  Hills  and  will  soon  be  filmed  for  public  television. 
Norman's  knowledge,  stories,  and  good  humor  will  ensure  a  most 
enjoyable  and  informative  evening.  His  presentation  may  include  live 
birds. 

BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS  By  Lil  Files  will  now  be  held  on 
Tuesday  May  10th.  Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  has  been  lecturing  on 
bluebirds  throughout  New  England  for  the  past  14  years.  She  maintains 
and  monitors  extensiye  Bluebird  trails  and  has  had  bluebirds  on  her 
property  for  oyer  50  years.  She  is  well  known  as  a  trouble-shooter  and  has 
receiyed  awards  for  her  outstanding  work  and  contributions  to  Bluebird 
Conseryation.  Lil's  presentation  will  include  a  slide  and  lecture  program  as 
well  as  a  display  table. 


BIRDS  of 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Richard  R.  'Vfeit 

and 

Whyne  R.  Petersen 


A  Welcome  to  Spring 

The  day  was  bright  and  dear. 

Not  a  sound  was  heard  at  all. 

It  was  the  special  time  of  year 
to  hear  a  bluebird  call. 

The  winter  white  had  gone  aw§y. 
Brown  sod  had  turned  to  greeh. 

The  cedar  house  was  on  display 
for  bluebirds  to  be  seen. 

Toward  the  sky  my  eyes  did  see 
a  flash  of  brilliant  blue. 

That  very  moment  It  would  be 
my  special  dream  come  true. 

The  liquid  sound  In  flight 
made  music  to  my  ear. 

A  melody  of  such  delight 
I  knew  that  Spring  was  here. 

Soon  upon  the  house  did  perch 
a  lady  bird  so  true. 

Her  job?  The  grass  to  search 
of  soft  and  special  hue. 

Quickly  In  the  box  was  made 
a  finely  woven  nest. 

Next,  six  pale  blue  eggs  were  laid. 
Now  you  surmise  the  rest. 

■—Jean  Perkins 


Illustrated  by 

Barry  W.  Van  Dusen 
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f,  NATURAL  mSTORT  of  NEW  ENGLAND  SiPnrrs: 
Christopher  W.  Leahy,  General  Editor 


\CHA  TTANOOCA  FREE  PRESS 


Suiidav.  Ajinl  .1. 


B5 


Friend’s  Poem  Honors  Bird  Lovei 


For  years,  many  Nojlh  Georgia 
residents  have  been  familiar  with 
Laurence  Sawyer  of  Ringt'olJ, 
Ga.  "the  niuebird  Man." 

Long  known  as  one  of  the  area'.s 
n)0:>t  ellllln.^ia.^lic  students  of 
birils.  Mr.  Sawyer  had  built 
countless  birdhouses  for  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  area  and  beyond, 
much  to  the  appreciation  of  his 
feathered  fnends. 

But  the  birds’  chirps  hadn't 
been  quite  as  sharp  l.itcly,  they 
seemed  to  know  their  biggest  f  m 
in  this  part  of  the  counii^  was  un 
der  the  weather. 


I  .  1  : 


And,  last  Thursday,  Mr.  Sawyer 
died."''  ■■■ 

One  of  Mr.  SawyeiV.s  [yoiiiu* 
friends  in  New  York,  sixth  grader 
Daiiiel  Albert.'  was  so  lone  lied  af- 
ti'i  hearing  news  of  lli.^  iIIiic.s.n 
that  he  wrote  him  about  his  visits 
to  Tennessee  during  the  summer 
'1  he  poem,  which  was  brought 
111  the  /  ree  l*ivssby  Mr.  .S.iwyer’s 
itaughtcr  in  law,  Nancy  Sawyer, 
reads;  "Teiincs.sec  is  a  great  place 
it>r  me  In  the  summertime  ii'.^ 
where  I’ll  be.  Hiking,  hiking  and 
.swimming  pool,  fixing  antique 
cars,  boy  that’s  all  real  cool. 


,  "Oncejn  a  dileli  we  g.oi  .siiuk 
’  heeaiise  Darwin  let  me  drive  lll.^ 
/  truck. When  Marvm  brouglil  In.', 
sun,  Sliaiu',  lie  aiul  1  ili  ov  .■ 
Darwm‘.^  ».i.uiiv  1  ;;t;l  III  llu-  pm  1 
ludkiiig  fur  luriL,.  .md  llog.^.  iln  i 
I'd  climb  a  mtiimi..iM  lu  ;miIk  r 
.some  logs 

"1  drove  .1  h  .1.  I(jr  w  illi  lumimi 
•'.uu.s  tire-..  laU  i  mi  ua-  li.ul  l>ru.^:i 
tires.  Late  at  mglit  wluii  peojilj 
slept,  1  sneak  out  ti»  .Nce  the  pi-(  .. 
Yeah,  I'li.ili.-moog.i’.s  the  plaee  f.ir 
me.  in  summertime  ii’s  w'here  I'll 
be." 


The  bluebird  iiiari  ! 

•  %  1 

Thousands  of  bluebirds  are  flying  about  our  area 
choosing  houses  in  which  to  build  nests  and  raise 
their.families.  Most  will  find  housing,  thanks  to  the 
lifelong  efforts  of  Laurence  Sawyer,  a  dedicated  na¬ 
turalist,  who  died  recently  at  the  age  of  83. 

Many  years  ago  he  became  concerned  that  tlie  habi¬ 
tat  of  the  bluebird  was  disappearing  with  the  wooden 
fences  in  which  they  typically  nested.  He  designed  a 
log  birdhouse,  began  selling  it  and  encouraged  others 
to  provide  housing  for  bluebirds.  "Bluebird  Housing’* 
signs  directed  folks  to  his  home  in  the  country  near 
Ringgold  and  he  became  known  as  the  "bluebird 
man." 

He  always  found  time  to  explain  the  needs  of  blue¬ 
birds  and  other  birds  to  all  comers.  And  he  spoke  be¬ 
fore  countless  civic  clubs  and  groups.  Inspired  by  his 
enthusiasm,  persons  throughout  this  area  and  even  in 
other  states  found  places  for  bluebird  houses  in  their 
I  yards. 

We  owe  a  note  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Sawyer  when  we  sec 
I  the  bright  blue  wings  and  rust-colored  breasts  as  the 
birds  fly  by.  Friends  and  family  gathered  in  the  sunlit 
yard  of  his., home  April  2  for  a  memorial  tribute.  We 
listened  reverently  to  the  reading  of  the  poem  that 
Mr.  Sawyer,  also  a  gified  writer,  had  composed  In  ad¬ 
vance  for  the  occasion.  All  the  while  a  pair  of  blue¬ 
birds  flitted  around  the  yard.  . . 

The  circle  was  complete.  Hopefully,  the  many  per¬ 
sons  inspired  by  Laurence  Sawyer,  the  ’’bluebird 
man.**  will  continue  their  efforts  to  provide  suitable 
habiUt  for  these  delightAU  creatures  and  other  wild¬ 
life  in  a  world  wkaM.  ak>d^.ob«figef.,pQfiUouaU^ 
erode  our  natural  surroundings. 

—Sam  and  Emilie  Powell 
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Lauraiice  Sawyer 

RINGGOLD,  Ga.  —  Laurance 
"Bluebird  Man"  Sawyer,  who 
built  countless  birdhouses  for  res¬ 
idents  throughout  the  tri-state 
area,  died  Thursday  at  his  home  in 
Ringgold.  He  was  83. 

Mr.  Sawyer  was  known  as  one  of 
the  area’s  most  enthusiastic  stu¬ 
dents  of  birds  and  for  encouraging 
others  to  eryoy  caring  for  and  ob¬ 
serving  the  many  kinds  of  birds  in 
the  area. 


Survivors  include  his  wife,  Ade 
laide  Lashier  Sawyer;  four  sons 
Darwin  A.  Sawyer,  McDonald, 
Tenn.,  Marvin  L.  Sawyer,  Ool- 
lewah,  Tom  Sawyer,  Ringgold, 
and  Lyle  Sawyer,  Georgetown, 
Tenn.;  two  daughters,  Doris  Mae 
Moore,  Rocky  Face,  Ga.,  and 
Elaine  Whiitemore,  Ellijay,  Ga.; 
.sister,  Hope  Buyukmieki.  Nevv 
Iield,  N.J.;  17  grandchildren  and 
lOgreat-gnmdchildren. 


The  body  has  been  cremated. 

Arrangements  will  be  an¬ 
nounced. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be 
made  to  Hutcheson  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter,  100  Gross  Crescent  Circle, 
Fort  Oglethorpe,  Ga.,  or  to  the  H. 
Clay  Evans  Johnson  Cancer  Cen- 
ter  at  Memorial  Medical  Center  in 
I  .Chattanooga. 


Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds 

Lillian  Lund  Files,  past  President  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society 
Saturday,  May  21,  2:00  -  3:30  pm 


Lil  returns  to  the  Valley  with  her  wonderful  slide  lecture  about 
^  the  beloved  bluebird.  Come  learn  about  the  lives  of  these 
I  beautiful  birds,  their  nesting  habits,  food  preferences,  and  habitat 
I  requirements.  She’ll  explain  proper  nesting  box  design  and 
I  placement.  Although  threatened  vvdth  habitat  changes  and 
I  competition  from  house  sparrows  and  starlings,  the  bluebirds  are 
I  getting  a  lot  of  help  with  nesting  box  programs  here  in  the  Valley, 
I  and  seem  to  be  holding  their  own. 

I  Co-sponsored  with  Arcadia  Held  at  the  Hitchcock  Center. 
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Nashua  Five 


Strikes  Again! 


Bill  and  May  Harris,  Joan  and  Larry 
Duprey  and  Imogene  Buchholz  have 
organized  yet  another  birdathon  trip  to 
support  the  New  Hampshire  Chapter  of  The  Nature  Conser¬ 
vancy.  Every  year  this  dedicated  group  (“The  Nashua  Five”) 
collects  pledges  for  each  species  sighted  during  their  outing. 
This  year  they  sighted  62  different  species  and  donated  $427 
to  the  Conservancy.  Thanks  to  the  Nashua  Five  and  to  those 
who  pledged  to  support  the  birdathon! 


“The  Nashua  Five,”  pictured  here  on  their  annual  birdathon.  (l-r)  May 
Harris,  Bill  Harris,  Joan  Duprey,  Imogene  Buchholz  and  Larry  Duprey. 


r  >. 


The  Bluebird  Migration 


We  see  them  as  they  fly  the  sky,  and  hear 
Them  calling  to  each  other  as  they  near; 

Just  one  brief  moment,  then  they  pass  from  sight; 

A  myriad  of  bluebirds  in  their  flight 
To  warmer  climes.  They  fly  without  a  care 
To  lands  where  sun  shines  bright — where  all  will  bare 
The  beauty  of  reflected  azure-blue; 

And  all  who  see  them  will  again  renew 
The  hope  and  courage  they  had  lost,  and  know 
The  bluebirds  that  they  see  have  made  it  so. 

Oh,  lovely  creatures,  we  will  miss  your  song— 

Your  quaint,  “Pure,  Pure’’— and  know  that  we  will  long 
For  your  return;  But  Nature  calls  again; 

You’ll  bring  the  Spring  to  us  once  more,  and  when 
We  see  reflections  of  your  lovely  blue. 

We’ll  thank,  again,  the  Good  Lord  who  sends  you! 


MAY  14  WIliDSWEPT  ACRES  with  LIL  FILES  and  RUSTT  GERRISH 

Meet  at  Lil  Files’  house  at  106  Scribner  Hill  Road,  Tyngsboro 
MA,  at  8:00  AM.  Bluebirds  are  at  the  top  of  the  list  here. 
After  observing  Lil's  Bluebirds,  Rusty  will  lead  a  walk  about 
the  area  looking  for  Scarlet  Tanagers,  Field  Sparrows,  Brown 
Thrashers  and  more. 


The  North  County  Leader,  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  Wednesday,  May  4, 1 994  1 


Poet  lives  on 


Former  Ashburnham  resident  has  poem 
published  posthumously  in  birding  journal 


By  Jennifer  Fenn 

Staff  Writer  . 

WINCHENDON  —  Joan  Rix 
was  just  beginning  to  get  seriously 
involved  in  children’s  writing  and 
poetry  when  she  passed  away. 

Now,  almost 
two  years  later, 
one  of  her  poems 
has  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  “Sialia,” 
the  quarterly 
journal  of  the 
North  American 
Bluebird  Society. 

Joan  never  saw  . 
any  of  her  work  Joan  Rix 
published.  She  died  April  13, 
1992,  at  age  62. 

Her  husband,  Robert,  said  she 
would’ve  been  thrilled  to  see  one  of 
her  poems  in  print. 

“She  dab¬ 
bled  in  poetry 
and  children’s 
literature  and 
she  was  just 
getting  more 
involved 
when  she  got 
sick,”  Robert 
said.  “She 
would’ve  been 
so  happy  to 
know  it  was 
published.” 

The  Rix 
family  lived 
on  Russell 
Hill  Road  in 


‘She  dabbled  in  poetry 
and  children's  literature 
and  she  was  just  gettin 
more  involved  when 
she  got  sick.  She 
would’ve  been  so  happ 
to  know  it  was  pub¬ 
lished.  ’ 


The  friend,  J.  Douglas  Quinn  o 
Ashburnham,  is  involved  in  a  pro 
gram  to  bring  bluebirds  back  from 
near-extinction.  He  builds  blue¬ 
bird  houses  and  places  them  in 
many  locations.  < 

Quinn  sent  Joan’s  “Ode  to  a 
Bluebird”  to  “Sialia,”  where  it  was 

^7  r,,  7-7  published 

Ode  to  a  Bluebird 

I  wonder  where  the  bluebirds  go 
When  there  is  so  much  ice  and  snow; 

Each  birdhouse  stands  alone  and  bare 
(There  is  no  bluebird  family  there). 

Each  day  I  take  my  daily  stroll 
And  hope  to  see  a  sign  or  two; 

A  chickadee,  a  scampering  squirrel, 

But  no  little  bird  all  dressed  in  blue. 

The  babbling  brjook  I  pass  each  day 
Still  flows  so  merrily  on  its  way; 

But  I  still  hope  for  lovely  spring. 

When  there'll  be  bluebirds  on  the  wing. 

I  hope  they're  warm  and  comfy  still. 

Till  they  come  back  to  Russell  Hill. 

Joan  Rix 


Marlys  &  Richard  Hjort  gave  information  about  bluebirds  at  the 
Earth  Day  exhibits. 

Earth  Day  celebrated 
in  Chisago  City 

—  j  ‘--Ties  even 


m 

the  Winter 
1994  edition. 

To  date,  it  is 
the  only  one 
of  her  works 
to  be  pub¬ 
lished. 


Ashburnham  for 
about  30  years  before  retiring  to 
Winchendon  two  years  ago. 

The  Bluebird  Man’ 

On  Jan.  17,  1989,  Joan  wrote 
“Ode  to  the  Bluebirds.”  She  gave 
the  poem  to  a  friend  and  neighbor 
whom  the  Rix’s  referred  to  as  “The 
Bluebird  Man.” 


Robert,  a  fa¬ 
ther  of  five 
and  a  grand¬ 
father  of 
eight,  remem¬ 
bers  his  wife 
as  being  very 
active  in  the  community. 

She  enjoyed  singing  and  bowl¬ 
ing. 

When  they  lived  in  Ashbum- 
ham,  he  said,  Joan  would  spend 
hours  walking  along  trails  in  the 
woods  with  their  dog.  Tiki,  and 
their  grandchildren. 

“She  was  always  interested  in 
birds  and  nature,”  her  husband 


At  Camp  Ojakita  in  Chisago 
City,  Minnesota,  Earth  Day  is 
celebrated  in  one  of  many  ways 
which  have  evolved  over  its  zO 
year  history.  What  began  as  a 
protest  action  among  college  stu¬ 
dents  against  the  destruction  of 
the  environment,  now  has  ma¬ 
tured  and  efforts  are  spent  in  try¬ 
ing  to  educate  the  public  and 
reach  out  to  especially  young 
people  to  help  them  learn  about 
and  discover  nature.  Having  fun 
in  nature,  can  also  mean  helping 
nature. 

At  one  of  the  tables  in  the 
lodge  at  Camp  Ojakita  Marlys 
and  Richard  Hjort  could  be 
found  with  a  display  promoting 
The  Bluebird  Recovery  Project 
in  Minnesota  and  Bat  Conserva¬ 
tion  International.  The  Peterson 
System  Bluebird  Nest  Box  as 
well  as  the  Bat  Conservation 
Inteniational’s  bat  house  are  sold 
by  the  Hjorts,  either  fully  as¬ 
sembled  or  as  kits.  The  houses 
and  kits  are  made  by  Richard, 
who  is  a  carpenter,  living  in 
Chisago  City. 

As  a  part  of  the  Earth  Day 
program  this  afternoon,  Richard 
Hjort  showed  slides  andTbld 
about  the  Bluebird  in  Minnesota. 
This  beautiful  bird  is  native  to 
Minnesota  and  wilt  ne>.t  here  but 
development  and  human  intru¬ 
sion  has  caused  a  lack  of  nest¬ 
ing  sites.  Introduction  of  en¬ 
emies  of  the  bluebird,  such  as  the 
English  sparrow’ has  also  ham¬ 
pered  nesting  success.  The  slides 
showed  the  damage  IT 
can  do  to  a  bluebird  nest,  killing 


the  baby  birds,  and  at  times  ^en 
the  nesting  adult  bird. 

Richard  has  helped 
several  bluebird  trails  in  ClffTSago 
County  and  at  least  once  a  week 
he  checks  the  bluebird  houses 
along  these  trails.  Sparrow  nests 
are  destroyed,  as  well  as  the  adult 
sparrows,  if  he  can  trap  them. 

The  Hjorts  work  hard  to  try 
to  dispel  the  bad  image  which 
bats  wrongly  have  obtained. 
Each  bat  catches  between  3000- 
5000  mosquitoes  per  night  and  a 
bat  house  can  be  home  to  up  to 
30  females  with  young.  The  ru¬ 
mor  that  one  can  become  infected 
with  rabies  from  a  bat  is  faulty, 
and  he  says  that  if  the  bat  con¬ 
tracts  rabies,  it  will  quickly  die 
and  there  is  no  chance  that  a  hu 
man  will  be  harmed  unless  the 
bat  is  handled. 

Both  Richard  and  Marlys  are 
full-blooded  Swedes  and  thus 
helped  add  a  Swedish  touch  to 
this  event.  Richard’s  ancestors 
came  from  SmSland  and  Dalama, 
while  Marlys  is  uncertain  where 
in  Sweden  her  roots  are.  Both 
have  visited  Sweden  though. 

Another  Swedish  touch  to  the 
Earth  Day  celebrations  at  Camp 
Ojakita  was  given  by  the  Kichi- 
Saga  Swedish  Folkdancers,  who 
were  fortunate  enough  toju^ii 
rain  stop  in  time  for  thei(^^^B 
\mance. 

\  For  information  regarding 
■  Jfrhe  Bluebird  Recovery  Project  in 
/^Minnesota  or  Bat  Conservation 
^  International,  contact  Richard  & 
Marlys  Hjort,  957 1  -  270th  Street 
North,  Chisago  City,  MN  55013. 


Nantucket  lisland  Sckool  of  Degi^n  ^  the  Artg 
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Edith  Andrews,  Nantucket 


Known  as  the  “Bird  Lady  of  Nantucket,”  Edith  graduated  from  ComeU,  e  ^ 
star  pupil  she  studied  under  some  of  the  most  preeminent  ornithologists  in  ^e  coun^ 
at  the  time  Arthur  A  Allen  and  Peter  Paul  Kellogg.  After  earning  a  master  s  degree, 
she  S  na^^re  smdies  at  Miami  University  in  Ohio  for  seven  years  before  ren^ng 
to  Nantucket  to  live  year-round.  She  has  been  banding  birds  on  Nantucket  almost 
continuously  for  nearly  50  years  and  has  published  numerous  papers  and  several  books 
on  many  ornithological  topics.  Her  first  book,  coauthored  with  Ludlow  Gnscom,  was 
the  BirL  of  Nantucket,  and  she  also  coauthored  Birding  Nantucket  with  Kenneth 
Blackshaw  She  taught  biology  and  was  an  Audubon  teacher  in  ^e  classroom.  S 
has  been  compiler  of  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  and  the  staff  omitholo^st  ^  the  Mma 
Mitchell  Science  Center  on  Nantucket.  An  excellent  ^1-around  naturalist,  Edith  is 
resource  on  the  island  and  is  a  licensed  wildlife  rehabmtator^^^^^^^^^^^^^— 
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June  29,1994 

Dear  Ms  Files, 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  turned  on  the  Chronicle  Show  on 
Channel  5  and  watched  the  last  15  minutes  of  their  show  on 
Bluebirds.  I  was  completely  fascinated  with  what  you  are 
doing  to  help  preserve  the  birds.  I  mentioned  seeing  the  show 
to  my  friends  at  work  the  following  day  and  was  surprised 
that  several  people  also  had  watched  and  enjoyed  the  show. 

A  few  days  later  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Channel  5  asking  for 
your  name  and  address.  This  evening,  about  one  week  later  I 
received  a  call  from  Channel  5  giving  me  the  information  I 
|had  requested.  Pretty  fine  service. 

We  live  in  a  very  rural  area  North  West  of  Worcester. In 
the  area  of  the  Brookfields.  We  have  about  4  acres  of  land 
jsurrounded  by  trees.  This  I  think  would  be  a  natural  area  for 
the  breeding  of  Bluebirds.  I  have  seen  only  one  Bluebird  in 
I  the  last  15  years.  My  wife  saw  orf*  a  few  months  ago.  As  you 
can  see  they  are  not  to& common  in  our  area.  I  would  like  to 
|do  something  about  that  along  with  other  friends  in  the  area. 
I  make  bird  feeders  and  nesting  boxes  as  a  hobby.  I  think  my 
[nesting  boxes  may  be  a  bit  fancier  than  need  be  to  do  the 
job.  Fortunately  there  are  several  lumberyards  in  the  area 
which  supply  me  with  an  unlimited  supply  of  scrap  wood. 

[Having  a  planer  and  other  woodworking  tools,  I  can  produce 
[houses  for  little  or  no  cost. 

Once  again,  I  really  enjoyed  seeing  you  on  T.V.  and  hoF 
|I  can  be  as  successful  in  this  area  saving  the  Bluebirds  If 
there  is  anything  I  can  do  to  help  you  and  conversely  yo' 
|can  help  me  please  do. 

Sincerely  your? 


Frederick  J.  C 
170  Hapgood  Rc  , 
Oakham,  MA  01?  jS 
508-882-3100  ' 
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Dear  birdwonan  Lillian, 

It  vas  gcod  meeting  you,  another  friend  of  Adolph 's- 

and  pleased  you  like  the  evening  of  spoken  words  and  POEM  IN  ACriOSf- 

scmeday  if  you  lecture  here  in  Fishtown  I  may  catch  you 

on  the  wing! 


both  hands. 


\/  IM.  _ 


Vincent  Ferrini 


Vincent  Ferrini 
126  E  Main  Street 
GIOJCESTER,  MA  01930 


7/9/94 


Daily  Times 


Talk  of  the  Times 

Bald  eagle 
has  landed 
on  Cape 

By  ALL  HANDS 

Times  staff 

No  sooner  did  ofiQcials  announce  that  the  American 
bald  eagle  was  no  longer  an  endangered  species  than 
one  was  spotted  right  here  on  Cape  Ann. 

Birdwatcher  Lil  Files  not  only  saw  an  immature 
bald  eagle  on  Wingaersheek  Beach  Wednesday,  she 
also  snapped  some  great  photos  of  it. 

Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society, 
summers  at  the  Cape  Ann  Campsite  in  West 
^jloTACostcr 

She  came  across  the  bird  just  hours  before  she 
heard  news  reports  announcing  that  the  populations 
of  bald  eagles  had  rebounded  to  safe  levels. 

Files  said  she  was  able  to  get  within  10  feet  of  the 
magnificent  bird  of  prey  while  shooting  off  a  roll  of 

film.  , 

Bluebirds,  however,  are  still  her  favorite,  said  Files, 
who  appeared  recently  on  “Chronicle,”  Channel  5’s 
newsmagazine  show. 


-■!>•  jji''  *  ‘ 


An  immature  bald  eagle  was  spotted  at  Wingaersheel 
Beach  on  Wednesday. 


Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 


^*i/SHEO 


Sixth  Annual 
Birders’  Meeting 


Saturday,  November  19,  1994 
Bentley  College,  Waltham 


TrintecC  onrecycUcCjjaper 


Welcome  Birders! 


The  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  is  pleased  to  welcome 
birders  from  across  the  state  to  the  Sixth  Annual  Massachusetts 
Birders'  Meeting.  This  year,  this  increasingly  popular  event  is 
being  cohosted  with  the  Brookline  Bird  Club,  the  largest  bird  club 
in  the  state.  In  addition,  Massachusetts  Audubon  is  pleased  to  be 
holding  its  1994  Annual  Meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  Birders' 
Meeting.  In  particular,  all  of  the  1994  Audubon  A  and  Conservation 
Teacher  of  the  Year  Awards  will  be  given  to  individuals  or 
organizations  that  have  made  outstanding  contributions  to  bird 
conservation  and  education  in  Massachusetts. 

The  objective  of  the  Birders'  Meeting  is  to  provide  a  balance 
of  subject  matter  that  will  appeal  to  a  broad  range  of  audience 
interest  and  birding  experience.  Programming  relies  mainly  on 
local  talent  and  expertise,  but  encourages  participation  from 
birders  farther  afield  as  well.  All  attendees  are  invited  to  offer 
suggestions  and  input  for  future  meetings. 

History  of  the  Brookline  Bird  Club:  The  Brookline  Bird  Club  (BBC) 
commonly  known  as  the  BBC,  is  the  oldest  and  largest  of  the  many 
bird  clubs  in  Massachusetts.  It  was  founded  in  1913,  and  its 
membership  as  of  1994  is  1,300.  Its  charter  is  "the  stimulating  of 
interest  in  bird  life  and  the  increase  and  protection  of  our  local 
wild  birds."  The  Club  sponsors  an  active  program  of  year-round 
field  trips,  covering  the  entire  state  from  the  Berkshires  to 
Provincetown.  Pelagic  bird  trips  are  also  organized,  as  are 
overnight  trips  to  birding  sites  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Vermont.  During  the  peak  of  spring  migration,  walks  are  scheduled 
for  each  day  of  the  week  in  Mt .  Auburn  Cemetery  in  Cambridge.  Two 
evening  lecture  meetings  are  held  each  year,  one  in  spring  and  one 
in  fall.  Guests  are  always  welcome  on  Club  walks  and  at  Club 
meetings . 

A  special  tradition  of  Club  trips  has  been  to  encourage  new 
birders,  both  young  and  old,  to  learn  about  birds  and  the  pleasures 
of  birding  through  active  participation  in  seeking  and  identifying 
birds  in  various  habitats  and  during  all  seasons  of  the  year.  A 
number  of  world-class  trip  leaders  and  ornithologists  birded  with 
the  Club  in  their  childhood  years. 

The  origin  of  the  Club,  as  the  name  suggests,  traces  to 
Brookline.  In  the  spring  of  1913,  a  notice  in  the  Brookline 
Chronicle  and  the  Boston  Transcript  invited  all  those  who  might  be 
interested  in  the  study  of  wild  birds  to  attend  a  meeting  at  the 
Brookline  Public  Library.  The  result  was  the  founding  of  the 
Brookline  Bird  Club.  The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  in 
Brookline,  the  first  President  was  a  resident  of  Brookline,  and 
most  of  the  Club's  early  members  were  from  Brookline.  Today,  of 
course.  Club  membership  reaches  far  beyond  Brookline  to  all  of 
Massachusetts  and  to  many  other  states  as  well. 


EXHIBITORS 


BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS 

Lillian  Files 

This  exhibit  will  feature  a  video  tape  presentation  about 
bluebirds,  as  well  as  demonstration  bluebird  nest  boxes,  and  books 
and  pamphlets  about  bluebirds.  There  will  also  be  information 
about  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society. 

Lillian  Files  is  past  President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society  and  is  a  well  known  speaker  who  has  given  over  four  hundred 
lectures  about  bluebirds  throughout  New  England,  where  she  is  also 
a  "bluebird  trouble-shooter."  Besides  appearing  on  "Chronicle"  and 
various  radio  programs,  Lillian  uses  her  property  as  a  working  tool 
to  demonstrate  how  to  monitor  and  maintain  bluebird  nest  boxes. 


Massachusetts  Birders’  Meeting, 
Massachusetts  Audubon 
Annual  Meeting,  &  Evening  Banquet 
and  Guest  Speaker 

Saturday,  Norember  19,  1994,  at 
Bentley  College,  Waltham 

Cosponsored  by  the  Brookline  Bird  Club 
and  Massachusetts  Audubon 

BIRDERS’  MEETING  BOAT  TRIP 
(8:30-10:30  a.m.) 

View  the  birds  and  islands  of  Boston  Harbor  on  this 
two-hour  boat  trip. 

MEETINGS  AND  RECEPTION 
(noon-7  p.m.) 

Afternoon  Birders’  Meeting: 

Topics  of  speakers  include  video  as  a  birding  tool, 
trends  in  Massachusetts  herons,  bird  migration, 
and  bird  identification. 

Annual  Meeting:  Audubon  A  Awards  and  Conservation 
Teacher  of  the  Year  Awards. 

Cocktail  Reception  and  Exhibits:  Wildlife  art  and 
bird  carvings,  Audubon  Shop  book  concession, 
book  signings,  and  demonstrations. 

EVENING  BANOEET  AND 
DINNER  SPEAKER  (7  p.m.) 

Noble  Proctor— Birding  the  Outer  Limits  of  Attu. 

Register  for  daytime  meetings  and  reception  and/or 
evening  banquet  and  program.  Boat  trip  registration 
additionai.  For  more  information  and  a  brochure, 
can  617-259-9500,  x7522. 

Registration  deadline:  November  10. 


Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 

Center  for  Biological  Conservation 
208  South  Great  Road 
Lincoln,  Massachusetts  01773 
(617)  259-9500 


November  28,  1994 

Lillian  Files 
106  Scribner  Hill 
lyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian, 

I  .want  to  thank  you  again  for  your  willlingness  to  be  an 
exhibitor  at  Massachusetts  Audubon's  Sixth  Annual  Birders'  Meeting. 
I've  already  gotten  lots  of  favorable  feedback  about  the  overall 
meeting,  and  I  hope  you  enjoyed  the  experience  as  well.  You  may 
even  have  made  some  bluebird-loving  converts! 

As  usual,  it  was  a  pleasure  working  with  you  on  this  event. 


Best  regards, 

Wayne  R.'' Petersen 
Field  Ornithologist 
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Thursday,  October  27,  7:30  p.m. 

\<^  "Bluebird  Conservation" 

Attract  migrating  bluebirds  for  next  spring  by  putting 
up  nesting  boxes  nowl  In  tfie  fall,  migrating  bluebirds 
check  out  these  boxes,  new  boxes  will  weather  by 
spring,  and  poles  can  easily  be  put  into  the  ground. 

Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  and  recently  seen  on  Boston's 
television  program  Chronicles,  will  present  this 
lecture/slide  program  on  good  bluebird  conserfation. 
On  display  will  be  boxes,  nests,  eggs,  mounted  birds, 
books,  and  pamphlets. 


North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Inc. 
Box  6295 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295 
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Mr,  Daniel  Grossman 
19  verdon  Street 
Cambridge,  Ma.  02140 

Dear  Dan, 


Just  heard  the  WBUR  radio  piece  on  your  interview 
with  me  on  the  »*Bluebirds”  and  must  compliment  you 
on  great  job  you  did  on  reporting  about  the  ±5lue- 
birds*  plight.  I  was  also  delighted  in  hearing  the 
Bluebird  call  and  all  the  other  birds  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  It  truly  added  to  the  piece. 


I  sure  appreciate  your  efforts  on  behalf  of  all  the 
B  luebirds  as  they  surely  need  human  help  and  all 
the  publicity  they  can  get. 


Yours  for  the  Bluebirds, 


lil  Piles  -  Bast  Pres. 


Melissa  Hyman 
Sousa  Elementary-5th  Grade 
101  Sands  Point  Road 
Port  Washington,  NY  11050 

Ms.  Lillian  Files 
Scribner  Road 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879 

Dear  Ms.  Files, 

We  heard  about  you  and  eastern  bluebirds  on  a  radio  program. 
Earth  On  The  Air.  We  were  wondering  If  you  could  give  us  some 
information  for  a  class  project.  We  would  be  very  pleased  If  you 
could  give  us  some  Information  on  the  following: 

-Nesting  boxes  and  how  to  construct  them 

-How  migration  might  effect  the  Long  Island  bluebird  population 

-Specific  Information  on  the  behavior  of  the  Eastern  Bluebird 

-What  might  prevent  starlings,  sparrows  and  other  birds  from  taking 
over  nesting  boxes. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  any  advice  or  information  that  you  can 

give. 


Mr.  Natale's  5th  Grade 
Sousa  Elementary  School 

TYNGSBOROUGH  CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION  NOTES  FOR  NOVEMBER  1994 

From  Conservation  Agent  Sarah  Early 

Recently,  I  heard  Tyngsborough's  own  Lillian  Files  speaking  on 
Bluebirds.  It's  not  the  first  time  I've  heard  her  speak,  and  hopefully  it's  not 
the  last.  Each  time  I  listen  to  her  wax  poetic  on  "her"  Bluebirds,  I  come 
away  with  a  new  nugget  of  information.  Because  we  are  now  well  into 
autumn.  Bluebirds  are  not  on  our  minds,  but  Mrs.  Files  tells  us  that  this  is 
the  time  to  plan  for  the  spring.  It  is  now  that  we  should  make  their  nesting 
boxes  and  place  them  strategically  around  our  yards,  so  that  come  spring 
we  can  check  to  be  sure  the  boxes  are  clean  and  ready  for  their  tenants.  If 
you  are  interested  in  helping  to  bring  the  Bluebirds  back  to  Massachusetts, 
now  you  know  where  you  can  go  for  help  and  information. 

In  other  conservation  matters,  with  winter  closing  in  on  us,  its  time  to 
remind  folks  that  salt  and  other  substitutes  are  harmful  to  our  environment 
and  can  threaten  our  drinking  water  supplies.  Instead  of  using  chemical 
means  of  keeping  a  safe  walk  and  driveway,  try  prevention.  Build  and 
maintain  your  walks  so  that  they  drain  water  off,  clean  off  any  ice  that 
forms  during  the  night  by  scraping  during  the  noontime  sun.  If  prevention 
fails,  then  use  sand  without  the  salt.  If  people  don't  accept  responsibility  for^^^^H 
their  individual  actions  then  our  world  shall  soon  be  a  teacup  in  a  tempest! 

Speaking  of  prevention,  porous  pavement  is  an  excellent  preventative 
to  ice  formation.  It  is  made  so  that  rain  and  melted  snow  can  drain  through 
the  pavement.  No  more  ice  formation  or  sheet  flow  off  of  surfaces.  Porous 
pavement  costs  no  more  than  regular  pavement  and  needs  only  minimal 
maintenance.  One  rule  with  porous  pavement  though  is  no  sand,  since  it 
would  tend  to  clog  the  pores.  For  more  information  on  this  idea,  please  call 
the  Commission  office.  In  the  meantime  enjoy  the  marvelous  weather  we 
have  been  having. 


Stay  here  little  bluebird 
spend  the  winter  with  me. 

If  you  go  down  south, 

I’ll  miss  you-can’t  you  see? 

I’ve  enjoyed  your  presence 
more  than  you  know. 

But  I  ve  got  some  pictures 
that  I’m  proud  to  show. 

But  really  you  might  be 
more  comfortable  down  there, 
And  your  beauty  and  charm 
maybe  someone  else  can  sha 

The  winters  'round  here 
sometimes  get  cold. 

And  the  wind  does  blow 
likes  never  been  told. 

So  if  you  must  go  away 
and  leave  me  alone. 

I II  watch  for  your  return 
when  winter  Is  qone 


Dorothy  Hall 


tyngsborough  bird  society 


Sicardi  of  Conway  MA,  has  been  working  with  r; 
icenses  for  raptor  rehabilitation,  falconry  aj 
Thomas'  projects  has  been  captive  breeding  of 
,  and  3a Id  iagles.  Thomas'  program  wi 
^_^^££_on_Jiis_Bald_£agle  breeding  project.  Hi 


A  legacy  of  bluebirds\ 


by  ED  KANZE 

The  first  time  I  set  eyes  on  Beres- 
ford  Proctor,  he  was  stepping  out  of 
a  Mercedes  Benz.  The  scene  was 
unforgettable.  Beresford  himself 
cut  a  dapper  figure,  slender  and 
sharp-featured  with  a  gray 
mustache  neatly  trimmed.  Dressed 
in  slacks  and  a  dress  shirt  un¬ 
buttoned  at  the  neck,  he  was  70, 
looked  60,  and  radiated  health  and 
I  good  cheer. 

Behind  the  windshield,  a  woman 
Ismiled.  Her  hair,  a  few  shades 
I  whiter  than  her  husband’s,  was  the 
Icolor  of  Mississippi  cotton.  She  had 
la  strong  handsome  face  but  other- 
Iwise  looked  frail. 

Filling  the  entire  back  seat  of  the 
jcar  were  what  appeared  to  be  stacks 
[of  boards.  They  proved,  in  fact,  to 
be  bird  houses,  specifically, 
bluebird  houses  that  Beresford  had 
built  at  his  home  in  Mamaroneck, 
N.Y.  The  trunk  of  the  car  held 
more,  packed  carefully  together 
like  Norwegian  sardines. 

The  setting  of  the  meeting  was  a 
nature  center  where  I  was  working. 
Our  sunny  meadows  were  already 
well-supplied  with  nesting  boxes, 

I  so  when  Beresford  offered  to  un¬ 
load  on  the  spot,  I  told  him  we 
I  could  take  only  a  few.  “No,  take 
them  all,”  he  said.  “Sell  them  in 
your  gift  shop  and  keep  the 
money.” 

More  than  a  year  passed.  I  moved 
I  to  Florida,  stayed  for  six  months, 

I  and  moved  back  again.  Before  long 
I  found  a  job  in  another  nature  cen¬ 
ter,  and  there  I  spied  familiar- 
I  looking  houses  hanging  from  the 
trees.  Each  contained  a  little 
wooden  plaque  inscribed  with 
I  words  {Beresford  Proctor, 


\i‘ri<xrrusrGneck.,  and  a  number. 
Beresford  numbered  his  bird 
houses  like  a  lithographer  numbers 
I  prints. 

One  day  not  long  afterward,  a  car 
^  I  had  seen  somewhere  before 
pulled  into  our  driveway.  Inside 
were  Beresford,  Mrs.  Proctor,  and 
another  bumper  crop  of  houses. 

I  ^ed  Beresford  where  he  was 
finding  the  material  to  make  the 
houses.  The  nails,  he  said,  were 
I  purchased  at  a  hardware  store.  He 
used  galvanized  nails  only;  they 
were  expensive,  he  said,  but  would 
never  rust.  The  wood  came  from  a 
factory  that  manufactured  saunas. 
The  pieces  were  scraps  of  cedar 
and  redwood,  the  fmesi  materials  in 
the  world  for  bird  houses. 

Years  passed.  Beresford  con¬ 
tinued  to  supply  me  with  houses, 
and  I  hung  them  wherever  there 
were  sunny  meadows  to  interest 
bluebirds.  When  I  first  met  Beres¬ 
ford,  it  had  been  difficult  to  locate  a 


All  Things  Natural 

bluebird  among  my  native  hills. 
Now  bluebirds  tum^  up  wherever 
I  looked  and  listened. 

The  lion’s  share  of  the  eredit  for 
hanging  Beresford ’s  boxes  belongs 
not  to  me  but  to  Tom  Meyer  of 
Bedford,  N.Y.  Tom  formed  a  close 
friendship  and  informal  partnership 
with  Beresford,  and  working  in 
tandem,  the  two  men  built  and  in¬ 
stalled  so  many  boxes  that  I  dare 
not  guess  the  number.  The  results 
were  thrilling.  Bluebirds  came  to 
the  boxes  like  children  to  candy 
stores.  By  the  late  1980’s,  you 
could  walk  through  any  wet 
meadow  within  a  hundred  miles  of 
Beresford’s  workshop  and  be  sure 
to  hear  a  bluebird.  The  song  is  dis¬ 
tinct  and  pleasing  to  the  ear  —  a 
soft  sweet  warble  uttered  with  an 
undertone  of  passion  and  a  gentle 
Scottish  burr. 

One  of  the  last  times  I  saw  Beres¬ 
ford,  he  wore  an  impish  grin.  From 
the  now  venerable  Mercedes  he 
withdrew  a  bird  house.  It  was  built 
like  all  the  others  he  had  made  — 
with  a  sloping  roof,  gaps  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  for  d^nage,  and  an  easy-open 
door.  (The  clever  desi^  was  his 
own,  and,  last  I  knew,  it  was  stiU 
pleasing  bluebirds  and  baffling 
hungry  raccoons.  It  also  helped  him 
win  a  life  achievment  award  from 
the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society.) 

Inside  the  box  I  found  the  usual 
plaque  bearing  Beresford’s  name, 
but  there  was  also  something  un- 
expecied.  “Number  3(X)1,”  the  in¬ 
scription  read.  “Built  especially  for 
Ed  Kanze.” 

I  was  deeply  moved.  Today  I 
treasure  that  box  more  than  ever, 
for  a  few  days  ago,  the  news 
reached  me  that  Beresford  was 
gone.  The  old  banker  turned  bird 
lover  had  succumbed  to  pneumonia 
just  shy  of  his  96th  birthday. 

All  of  us  survive  our  own  deaths 
in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  those 
who  know  us,  so  it  is  comforting  to 
know  that  “Beres”  (as  he  signed 
Christmas  cards)  will  live  on 
among  his  legion  of  children, 
grandchildren,  great-grandchildren, 
and  friends.  In  my  own  thoughts, 
he’ll  appear  every  time  I  think  of 
bluebirds  and  walk  in  places  where 
his  houses  hang,  or  might  have. 

Beresford  Proctor’s  signature  bird 
houses  still  hang  on  thousands  of 
trees  (number  3,500  was  hammered 
together  shortly  before  he  was 
done),  and  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
nestlings  that  sprang ,  .from  them 
have  given  rise  to  hundreds:, of 
thousands  of  offspring.  Wha\i-ia  , 
erand  lecacy  the  man  has  left  us! 


To  a  Bluebird 


Bird  of  heaven’s  hue, 

I  Breast  of  red  earth,  like  fleece 
I  Of  lambs  beneath,  in  peace 
Thy  way  pursue. 

Thy  coat  of  blue, 

[As  floats  across  the  skies 
[Thy  form,  delights  our  eyes. 

And  fades  from  view. 

Thy  song  is  new— 

I  The  first  of  birds  to  sing— 

I  When  comes  the  expected  spring 
And  falls  the  dew. 

Birds’  nests  be  few 
I  That  are  more  neatly  made, 

I  Four  eggs  of  blue  twice  laid. 
Nearby  in  view. 

Thy  brood  just  flew 
I  Above  my  head,  I  heard 
[Their  mellow  note,  no  bird 
Has  voice  more  true. 

At  length  ensue 
I  Cold  autumn  days,  when  thou 
Must  leave  my  paths— then  how 
Thy  loss  I  rue! 

Now  winds  bestrew 
The  fields  with  winter’s  snow, 

I  long  for  skies  aglow 
And  they  coat  of  blue. 

0  bird  of  blue. 

Though  thou  must  e’er  depart, 

I  Thou  cans’t  not  bid  my  heart 
At  last  adieu. 


Brother  Alphonsus,  C.S.C. 


By  ANN  COSTELLO 


Cross  River 
an  Indian  summer  day, 
scores  of  brilliantly  colored 
Eastern  bluebirds  perched 
in  a  long  line  along  a  tele¬ 
phone  wire.  The  wire  ran  across  the 
front  of  an  open  field  deep  inside 
Ward  Pound  Ridge  Reservation,  a 
county-owneo  park  in  this  rural  vil¬ 
lage. 

On  warm  fall  days,  Westchester 
residents  can  see  this  remarkable 
environmental  success  story  for 
themselves.  It  is  remarkable  be¬ 
cause  many  Americans  have  never 
seen  a  bluebird. 

Until  recently,  bluebirds  were  on 
their  way  to  extinction  because  of  the 
loss  of  their  farmland  habitat  and  the 
disappearance  of  the  wooden  fence 
posts  where  they  liked  to  build  their 
nests.  They  were  also  affected  by  the 
introduction  to  this  country  of  ag- 
pressive  starlings  and  English  spar¬ 
rows. 

But  today,  Eastern  bluebirds 
thrive  in  Ward  Pound  Ridge  Reser¬ 
vation.  In  fact,  they  thrive  all  over 
northern  Westchester,  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  a  two-man 
team  that  built  and  monitored  blue¬ 
bird  nesting  boxes. 

Half  of  the  Westchester  team  was 
Beresford  Proctor  of  Mamaroneck.  a 
retired  banker  and  businessman  who 
built  more  than  3,500  wooden  nesting 
boxes  since  1971.  Mr.  Proctor  died  on 
>lov.  3,  just  three  weeks  shy  of  his 
,96th  birthday.  Naturalists  agreed 
that  the  bluebird  box  movement  had 

iuSL  ct  glETit. 

,  "He  really  was  a  legend,”  said 
Tom  Meyer  of  Bedford,  a  53-year-old 
self-employed  Investment  adviser, 
,>vbo  remembered  being  In  awe  of  Mr. 

, Proctor’s  reputation  when  they 
started  working  together.  "For 
years  he  had  been  building  these 
houses  and  not  taking  a  penny  for 
them,”  Mr.  Meyer  said. 

«_Mr.  Proctor  built  the  bluebird  nest¬ 
ing  boxes  in  the  basement  workshop 
of  the  Victorian  house  where  his  fam¬ 
ily  has  lived  since  1914.  For  the  last 
10  years,  Mr.  Meyer  placed  the  boxes 
at  the  edge  of  fields,  lawns,  cemeter¬ 
ies  and  golf  courses  all  over  northern 
Westchester. 

"I  couldn’t  drive  a  nail  if  I  tried, 
although  now  that  Beresford  is  gone, 
my  wife  is  trying  to  get  me  to  take  up 
building  the  boxes,”  Mr.  Meyer  said. 
His  job  was  convincing  property 
owners  to  let  him  install  and  monitor 
a  Proctor  box,  visiting  it  daily  during 
the  spring  fledging  season.  He  htis 
placed  more  than  500  bluebird  boxes. 

There  are  similar  success  stories 
across  the  East  Coast  and  in  Canada, 
with  some  groups  building  and  moni¬ 
toring  bluebird  boxes  along  trails 
running  many  miles. 

Largely  oecause  of  the  bluebird 
box  movement,  the  once-dwindling 
Eastern  bluebird  population  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  comeback.  The  numbers  are 
increasing  at  a  rate  of  2.3  percent  a 
year,  said  Sam  Droege,  who  until 
recently  served  as  coordinator  of  the 
United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Breeding  Bird  Survey  in  Washington. 
It  is  impossible  to  quantify  actual 
numbers,  he  added. 

Commenting  on  how  these  two 
men  helped  restore  a  vanishing  spe¬ 
cies  in  northern  Westchester,  Anne 
Swaim,  a  staff  naturalist  at  the  Saw 
Mill  River  Audubon  Society’s  office 
in  Chappaqua,  said;  "There’s  no 
question  in  my  mind  that  they  have 
made  a  difference  for  the  species, 
£md  it’s  wonderful  because  every¬ 
body  likes  bluebirds.  But  what’s 
most  significant  about  their  work  is 
that  it’s  a  wonderful  example  of  what 
jan  individual  can  do  for  the  environ¬ 
ment.” 

She  added  that  It  was  actually 
|“.iard  to  calculate”  the  total  effect 
'on  the  environment  of  just  one  box, 
properly  maintained  and  •monitored. 


“There’s  really  a  ripple  effect,  she 
said. 

The  Eastern  bluebird  Is  about  five 
and  a  hull  inches  long,  al>out  the 
same  size  as  a  common  sparrow. 
The  male  has  a  bright  blue  back  and 
a  rust-color  breast.  The  female  is  a 
bit  grayer  but  still  has  a  rust-color 
breast.  Bluebirds  are  the  first  birds 
to  nest  in  the  spring,  and  when  they 
were  more  common,  were  a  happy 
sign  that  winter  was  over. 

Now  that  wooden  fence  posts  have 
disappeared  along  with  the  farmland 
that  bluebirds  prefer,  the  birds  like 


‘  Rod  Christie,  director  of  education 
at  the  privately  run  Teatown  Nature 
Sanctuary  in  Ossining,  remembered 
Mr.  Proctor’s  donation  of  “hundreds 
of  bluebird  boxes”  to  Teatown  and 
said  he  felt  that  the  contributions  he 
and  Mr.  Meyer  have  made  are  enor¬ 
mous.  He  said  that  bluebird  boxes 
have  ‘"really  made  big  inroads; 
we’ve  gotten  to  the  point  now  that  the 
Eastern  bluebird  is  doing  really 
well.” 

Mr.  Christie  runs  a  bluebird  box¬ 
building  workshop  at  Teatown  for 
children  each  fall  or  winter.  He  sug¬ 
gested  calling  Teatown  at  762-2912 
for  information  on  this  and  other 
programs. 

A  memorial  service  for  Mr.  Proc¬ 
tor,  who  could  be  called  the  godfa¬ 
ther  of  thousands  of  bluebirds,  was 
held  Nov.  7  at  St.  Thomas  Episcopal 
Church  in  Mamaroneck.  .About  150 
mourners,  from  toddlers  to  elderly 
parishioners,  heard  him  eulogized  as 
a  friend  of  the  bluebird  and  some¬ 
thing  of  an  endangered  species  —  a 
true  gentleman. 


to  build  their  nests  and  hatch  their 
eggs  in  wooden  boxes,  roughly  meas¬ 
uring  5  inches  by  10  Inches  by  4 
Inches,  with  entry  holes  that  are  ex¬ 
actly  11^  Inches  in  diameter.  The 
boxes  must  be  attached  to  a  tree  or 
pole  at  the  edge  of  a  large  open  field. 
Generally,  homeowners  will  not  be 
successful  hanging  a  bluebird  box  on 
their  deck  or  close  to  their  house. 

Predator  guards  or  predator-proof 
designs  are  helpful  in  protecting  the 
birds  and  their  eggs  from  raccoons. 
Large  birds  are  kept  out  of  the  box 
by  the  size  of  the  hole.  The  front  of 
the  box  must  be  removable  so  that 
the  boxes  can  be  cleaned  and  moni¬ 
tored  during  spring  nesting  and  tres¬ 
passing  sparrows  evicted. 

In  the  Middle  Atlantic  states,  blue¬ 
birds  often  use  the  boxes  for  shelter 
during  the  winter,  so  they  may  need 
to  be  cleaned  in  the  off  season,  too. 

Exact  dimensions  and  different 
designs  for  bluebird  boxes,  as  well  as 
instructions  for  installing  and  moni¬ 
toring  them,  are  available  from  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society, 
whose  board  Mr.  Meyer  joined  last 
year.  Tl'.s  group  also  hopes  to  help 
the  Western  bluebird  and  the  Moun¬ 
tain  bluebird,  which  live  west  of  the 
Great  Plains. 

Interviewed  at  his  home  last  fall, 
Mr.  Proctor  said  that  when  people 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  re¬ 
quested  a  bluebird  box,  he  would 
send  them  a  blueprint  and  suggest 
that  they  join  the  Bluebird  Society. 

"It’s  so  simple,”  he  said.  "It’s  just 
$10  for  anyone  over  60.”  Annual  dues 
for  students  are  also  $10.  Families 
can  join  for  $25,  and  it  costs  $15  for  a 
regular  membership.  The  address  of 
the  North  American  Bluebird  Soci¬ 
ety  is  Post  Office  Box  6295,  Silver 
Spring,  Md.  20916. 

Explaining  the  bluebirds’  attrac¬ 
tion,  Mary  Janetatos,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  5,500-member  society, 
said  that  the  birds  are  relatively 
tolerant  of  humans.  This  enables 
birdwatchers  to  become  attached  to 
a  “nesting  pair  and  their  clutch  of 
eggs.”  She  added:  "You  can  watch 
them  during  the  courtship,  nesting 
and  raising  process.  And  when  they 
fledge,  it’s  a  ere 
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Beresforti  Proctor, 
above,  builciing  blue- 
birci  box  in  October 
1993.  Top:  Tom] 
Meyer  in  his  garage. 
The  bluebirci  at  left  | 
was  photographed 
by  Mr.  Meyer. 


Hush  Wibers 

445  Middlesex  Ave. 
Wilminston,  MA  01887 


With  This  Book 

^u*l]  Have  Them  Eating  From  Your  Hand! 


and-Feeding  Wild  Birds  is  a  The  100  color  pictures  are  stunning  and 
wonderfully  informative  and  the  instruction  brilliant.  No  bird  lover 
interesting  book  on  a  subject  should  be  without  this  fine  book.  If  you 
to  be  mere  truly  love  observing  birds,  then  this  bonk 


thought,  for  many  years, 
myth  and  legend. 

Yes,  you  can  bring  wild  birds  to  your 
hand  for  seed  and  nut  meats!  If  you 
have  enjoyed  watching  birds  at  your 
feeders,  think  how  much  joy  will  come 
from  observing  them  at  arm's  length. 
The  author,  Hugh  Wiberg  has  spent  ten 


years  of  his  life  observing  hand-fed 


birds  and  has  crystallized  his 


observations  and  thoughts  in  an  easily 


read,  colorful,  extraordinary  book. 

Hand-Feeding  Wild  Birds  covers 
subjects  such  as:  Which  birds  can  be 
hand  fed,  where  to  find  them,  when  the 
best  time  exists  for  successful  hand¬ 
feeding,  and  how  best  to  bring  your 
favorite  species  to  your  hand. 

The  book  has  special  chapters 
devoted  to  your  favorite  species  of 
birds  including:  Tufted  Titmice, 
Nuthatchs,  Chickadees  and  more. 


Hand-Feedings 
Wild  Birds 
makes  a  perfect 
Holiday  gift. 
Send  us  yojur  order 
by  December  '1 6th, 
for  Xmas  delivery,  j 


.We'll  :ship:to  your  friends 
^nd  relatives  ;in  time  for  Xmasi 
land  include 
lyour  personalised  note! 
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Massachusetts  Audubon  lost  another  loyal  institution 
this  fall  with  the  sudden  death  of  Phyllis  Swift,  better 
known  to  her  many  friends,  allies,  and  acquaintances 
as  Swifty.  Before  many  of  us  on  the  staff  were  even 
born,  Swifty  was  associated  with  the  Society,  either 
at  the  shop  in  Lincoln,  on  bird  tours,  or  as  general 
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AW/-.RM  GREETING  to  our  g 
we  prepare  our  33rd  Chr 
custom  boring.  These  annual 
have  fond  remembrances  of  yo\i 
sonal  contact ....  and  we  want 
as  friendships  are  so  impbrta 
We  continue  enjoying  li 
80's+  our  goin's  on  are  more 
paper  extended  trips  of  the  p 
might  just  do  a  respectable  j 


ood  friends,  neighbors  and  relat 
istmas  letter.  We  hope  you  won't 
letters  are  our  way  of  saying  th 
,  wherever  you  may  be.  We  miss 
you  to  know  that  we  love  yo\i,  ea 


ives  as 
find  this 
at  we 
the  per¬ 
ch  and  all 


nt . 

fe  as  us\ial  although  having  reached  the 
limited.  We  dream  about  those  many  news- 
ast.  If  our  reflexes  were  quicker,  we 
ob  answering  Jeopardy  geography  questions. 


MORE  MEMORIES  -  We  still  have  contact  with  many  of  those  who  s\immered 
on  Forge  Pond  as  we  did  a  couple  or  decades  ago  or  so.  It  is  a  thrill 
when  one  of  the  little  kids  who  bathed  at  our  beach  recall  the  good 
times  we  all  participated  in.  For  example:  Kristin  Szylvian,  now  a 
tenured  professor  at  the  U  of  N.C.,  never  fails  to  drop  in  whenever 
in  this  area;  there's  Josh  Binswanger  an  announcer  on  o\ir  TV  channel, 
and  of  course  many  others.  Remember  those  bouncy  rides  in  the  red 
truck  through  Nashoba  Woodlands? 


NATURE  -  It  is  a  sad  time  for  our  woodlands  in  this  area 
now, A  horde  of  borers  are  working  on  our  stately  ash  trees  and  many 
are  beginning  to  succumb.  A  common  tree,  it  lines  our  streets  and 
are  hardwood  kings  of  the  forest.  It  is  a  common  tree  and  qiiickly 
attains  heights  of  85  feet.  It  is  an  ideal  tree  for  l\imber  and 
splits  nicely  for  firewood.  Nature  has  questionable  traits.  We 
oldsters  rember  the  vase-shaped  elm  in  o\ir  fields  and  along  streets, 
and  th.e__chestnut ,  a  tree  valued  for  timber  and  f  irewood .  .  .  .  nuts  for 
,the  kids.  '  A  well  known  birdlover  in  our  town  is  knownas  the  BliiebircT^ 
Queen.  Her  name  is  Lillian  Files,  lives  on  the  summit  of  Scribner 
Hill  and  her  spacious  area  is  practically  covered  with  special  nesting 
boxes  for  these  cheery,  colorful  "Birds  of  Happiness."  Once  most  common 
alas  their  usual  nesting  places  are  missing  and  they  need  help.  Lil 
has  given  412  lectures  throughout  New  England  on  the  need  to  save— ^ 
these  creat\ires  from  extinction. 

And  for  those  who  live  down  Florida  way,  Gordon,  wishes  to  assure 
them  that  he  has  no  connection  of  Hurricane  Gordon. 


The-  project  ‘ 

church’  is  g 
Gordon  as  he  spon 
To  get  the  variou 
frustrating.  If 
feet,  they  never 
action:  a  contrac 
cold  weather  now 


FOR  A  NEW  PARISH  HALL  COMPLEX 

oing  very  slowly,  which. is  a  d 
sored  the  $1.3  million  project 
s  committees  needed  (?)  to  kee 
some  of  the  parishioners  don't 
will  get  to  the  Promise  Land! 
tor. started  this  week  to  dig  f 
put  a  delay  on  further  work? 


for  our  200-year-old 
isappointment  to 
nearly  two  years  ago. 
p  functioning  has  been 
stop  dragging  their 
Finally  there  is  some 
or  the  foundation.  Will 


^  HORT  TRIPS  -In  late  summer  we  visited  at  Priscilla  Linnell • s 
^  scenic  home  in  Sebasco,  Maine  which  included  a  harbor  cruise  on 
Penobscot  Bay.  Returning,  we  stopped  at  Portland  to  attend  the  wed¬ 
ding  of  a  second  cousin  of  Barb's,  Diana  Brown  to  Andy  McCloy.  The 
ceremony  was  on  Peake's  Island  in  a  pretting  setting  overlooking  the 
harbor.  Incidentally,  Diana  is  a  feature  writer,  covering  the  north¬ 
west  section  for  the  Boston  GLOBE. As  her  beat  covers  Westford  also, 
she  frequently  bounces  in  for  a  c\ip  of  tea,  a  moment  or  two  of  rest 
and  possibly  some  local  hot  news. 

October  is  our  birthday  month.  When  the  autumn  foliage  (great  this 
year)  was  at  its  peak  we  visited  Portsmouth  for  a  look  again  at  that 
most  historic  city  and  a-  cruise  up  the  Piscataqua  River.  We  went  as 
far  as  the  Great  Bay,  which  touches  Durham,  home  of  o\ir  alma  mater, 
the  University  of  New  Hampshire.  One  of  the  many  sights.... a  herd  of 
bison  grazing  along  the  banks  of  the  winding  river. 

And  now  a  note  of  extreme  sadness.  Gordon  lost  his  sister  Marjorie 
who  gently  passed  away  in  May.  Always  in  good  health,  she  was  96.  The 
loss  of  their  mother. when  Gordon  was  nine  forced  Marjorie  to  take  over 
the  motherly  duties  of  the  f ami ly . . . . f or  which  Gordon  was  ever  grateful. 


On  the  highest  branch  of  our 
Christmas  Tree 
ue  fondly  place  our  wannest 
holiday  greetings  to  you..., 
our  friends,  our  neighbors,’ 


and 

Happy  Days  in  the 
New  Year.’ 


